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Roswell, New Mexico, will host the 1980 annual state historical society
meeting from Friday, April 18 through Sunday, April 20, Convention headquarters will be the Roswell Inn, Registration begins Friday afternoon along with
sessions on rural museums and labor history. That evening preregistrants may attend a free reception and barbeque at the Anderson Ranch hosted by Me and
Mrs. Robert 0, Anderson and the Chaves County Historical Society,
Saturday, conferees may choose from morning and afternoon sessions on different aspects of Western history, legacies and movements, biography, Vermejo
Park Ranch, and technology and science in the West. Dr. Harwood Hinton, Editor of Arizona and the West, will give the luncheon address at The New Mexico
Military Institute. A business meeting will precede the social hour and the annual
banquet. Sunday mornirig a free guided tour of New Mexico Military Institute
will conclude all conference activities.
Cost of pre- and walk-in registration is $6.00. The Friday barbeque is limited
to preregistrants; the Saturday luncheon is $3.00 and the banquet $8.00. For further information please contact the conference coordinator, Thomas E. Chavez,
Museum of New Mexico, History Bureau, P.O. Box 2087, Santa Fe, NM 87503,
or call (505) 827-2246 during business hours.
NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS ANNUAL CONFERENCE,

1980

The Mable Dodge Luhan House and the Harwood Foundation will be local
hosts in Taos, New Mexico, for the annual conference of the New Mexico
Association of Museums. The conference will commence on Friday, May 23 and
conclude on Sunday, May 25. All persons interested in museums are encouraged
to attend conference sessions on the museum profession and the community.
For further information please contact Thomas E. Chavez-President, New
Mexico Association of Museums, P.O. Box 5746, Santa Fe, NM 87502, or call
(505) 827-2246 during business hours.

SOURCES FOR THE HISTORY
OF A NEW MEXICO COMMUNITY:
. ABIQUIU*
JOHN L. KESSELL

"WRITING ABOUT ABIQUIU," F. Stanley confesses, "is like picking at a tassle. Any strand you pick up ultimately proves a story."
And Stanley, author of dozens of privately printed village
"stories," should know.
It is easier to write about Elizabethtown, the nineteenth-century
New Mexico boomtown, where one theme and one culture predominated, and where only a ghost survives. Abiquiu, a living
community where manifold themes and at least three cultures
have shared the stage, holds out the challenge and the savor of
variety. An academic, secure in one field or in one period, may
back off. Yet if we aspire, as we say we do, to grasp the interaction
of cultures through time, what better "laboratory" than Abiquiu?
Besides, the story is bound to entertain.
Set in a many-colored landscape of stunning natural beauty
forty-five miles northwest of Santa Fe, Abiquiu has been from the
beginning a string of settlements sharing that five- or six-mile
stretch where the Chama River meanders from west to east. La
Puente, Santa Rosa, Santo Tomas, and the others-their history is
inseparable.
The sources abound. I h~ve admitted some secondary works less
for their texts than for their notes and bibliographies, and I have
excluded others readily found therein. The categories, artificial at
best, are intended only to dress the ranks. A list of abbreviations is
appended.
*1 have accented the word Abiquiu throughout for the benefit of the reader
from Peoria (Abbey-cue, not A-bee-cue or A-bee-coo-you).
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Since a good many of the sources cited suggest further sources, I
make no claim to comprehensiveness. This is a working document
not a final product, a beginning not an end.

I. General histories, local studies, bibliographies

A demonic plague of witches, Indian raids and treaties, the
departure or return of an expedition, a sensational crime-only a
community's moments of high drama rate mention in the general
histories. Still, by using such moments as clues, the way a tracker
uses "sign," following index entry to text to note and to primary
source, a researcher can close on his subject very quickly.
Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico,
1530-1888 (San Francisco: History Co., 1889; reprinted ed., Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1962), is still the place to start. Basing his histories on his vast collection of books and manuscripts
(nucleus today of the Bancroft Library at the University of California, Berkeley), Bancroft set the standard for western regional
history. For years others followed, even copied. Compare, for example, Bancroft's note on p. 737, listing agents at the Abiquiu Indian agency, with Ralph Emerson Twitchell, The Leading Facts of
New Mexican History, 5 vols. (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press,
1911-17; reprinted ed., 2 vols., Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace,
1963), II (1963):447n. To his credit, Twitchell acknowledged his
debt to Bancroft and to others and from New Mexico archives
added much to the story. Half a century later, Frank D. Reeve,
History of New Mexico, 3 vols. (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1961), offered a new synthesis. He included more on
Abiquiu than either Twitchell or Bancroft, but.,he rarely cited
specific sources. A textbook with no Abiquiu entry in the index is
Warren A. Beck, New Mexico: A History of Four Centuries (Norman: University of Oklahoma (aU) Press, 1962). In 1979, despite
the appearance recently of several brief treatments, among them
Marc Simmon's readable New Mexico: A Bicentennial History
(New York: W. W. Norton, 1977), New Mexico still lacks a good,
up-tlrdate general history.
Drawing the circle closer to Abiquiu, Frances Leon Swadesh,
Los Primeros Pobladores, Hispanic Americans of the Ute Frontier
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(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1974), examines
settlement up the Chama Valley and into the San Juan Basin,
development of community life, and the adjustments demanded
by United States conquest. Alvar Ward Carlson, "The Rio Arriba:
A Geographic Appraisal of the Spanish-American Homeland (Upper Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico)" (Ph.D. diss., University of
Minnesota, 1971), devotes a chapter to "Abiquiu: A Village on
One of the Last Existing Community Grants." Somewhat revised,
this surfaces as "Spanish Colonization and the Abiquiu Grant,
New Mexico, 1754-1970," in, of all places, The Philippine
Geographical Journal 20 (Apr.-June 1976): 61-68.
F. Stanley (Stanley Francis Louis Crocchiola), compiling whatever he could get his hands' on, sketches The Abiquiu (New
Mexico) Story (c. 1960) in a thirty-five-page booklet, from preSpanish pueblos to the mining of dinosaur bones at Ghost Ranch
in the late 1940s. Another short publication, a good-humored
blend of folk tradition and history by a native of the community, is
Gilberto Benito Cordova's Abiquiu and Don Cacahuate: A Folk
History of a New Mexican Village (Los Cerrillos, N.M.: San Marcos Press, 1973).
Popular articles, which may contain a high concentration of
. romantic gush, are worth a look nevertheless, if only to suggest
topics and provoke questions. Three examples are: Frank C.
Spencer, "Old Abiquiu, Crossroads of History," New Mexico
Magazine (NM) 26 (May 1948): 22-23, 31, 33; Betty Woods,
"Trip of the Month, Abiquiu," NM 27 (Aug. 1949): 6; and Alice
Bullock, "Peaceful Community May Harbor a Curse," Pasatiempo, Santa Fe New Mexican, Oct. 12, 1969. Was gold
discovered. near Abiquiu in 1830 or not? Was "Molleno," famed
nineteenth-century santero, really from Abiquiu? Are buried
treasure, bandido, and curse pure fiction? If so, who invented
them, under what circumstances, and why?
Two bibliographies, less specialized than others listed below,
deserve mention here. The first is Lyle Saunders, A Guide to
Materials Bearing on Cultural Relations in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico (UNM) Press, 1944), and supplemented in the feature, "A Guide to the Literature of the
Southwest," New Mexico Quarterly 12-24 (1942-54).. And the second is Part II of Marta Weigle, ed., Hispanic Villages of Northern
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New Mexico (Santa Fe: Lightning Tree, 1975). These are particularly helpful as guides through the maze of post-1930, government and grant-supported studies by scholar-bureaucrats reveling
in the applied social sciences. Among current multidisciplinary
listings, none is mote useful than the on-going bibliographical section of the SA'1RC-Newsletter published since 1967 by the
Southwestern Mission Research Center, Tucson.
To enter the teeming world of dissertations and theses the most
painless way is through the free bibliographies published by
University Microfilms International, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Begin
with those on Spanish-surnamed populations, minorities, and
Latin America. UMI also offers Datrix II, a computer search and
retrieval system for dissertations and theses. Approached with
keywords-'Abiquiu, Chama River, Rio Arriba County, etc.-and
$15.00, Datrix II will spit out up to 150 pertinent titles (l0¢ for
each additional one).
The marriage of computers and standard reference tools, which
has spawned data bases, handy terminals, "on-line" searches and
"off-line" printouts, let no man put asunder, least of all at the
American Bibliographical Center, Santa Barbara, California.
ABC-Clio, publisher since 1965 of America: History and Life, an
annual of classified abstracts of periodical literature, indices of
book reviews, and American history bibliography, is now computerized. The University of New Mexico General Library's Online Search Service already is plugged into more than seventy data
bases. The trick for the historian is to learn "search strategy."

II. Prehistory and Indians of the Abiquiu region
Doubtless the first of his pueblo to visit Washington, D.C., an
entire skeleton, tenderly removed in 1874 from a prehistoric ruin
close-by Abiquiu, arrived at the Army Medical Museum in a crate.
Acting Assistant Surgeon H. C. Yarrow told of his pioneering
archaeology, complete with a ground plan of the ruin, in the Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers for 1875, 44th Cong., 1st
sess., House Executive Document (HED) 1, Part 2 (Serial 1676),
pp. 1059-68. Thereafter the doctor got good mileage from his
report, publishing excerpts in several places, including "Notice of
a Ruined Pueblo and an Ancient Burial-Place in the Valley of the
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Rio Chama" in Report upon United States Geographical Surveys
,West of the One Hundredth Meridian, vol. 7, Archaeology (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office (GPO), 1879).
Evidently the Chama Valley served the ancestors of the Pueblo
Indians as an avenue of migration between Mesa Verde and the
Rio Grande Valley. Adolph F. Bandelier, who stood outside the
Abiquiu church because of the feast-day crowd on August 30,
1885, noted that the modern town was built almost on top of an
early Pueblo ruin. In his Final Report of Investigations among the
Indians of the Southwestern United States, Carried on Mainly in
the Years from 1880 to 1885, 2 parts (Cambridge, Mass.: Archaeological Institute of America, 1890-92), II: 54-58, Bandelier distinguished between this ruin, on the south side of Abiquiu proper,
and Dr. Yarrow's ruin, three miles east on the bluff above La
Puente. Two installments of Bandelier's journals, recently published with copious annotations, mention Abiquiu: The
Southwestern Journals of Adolph F. Bandelier, 1883-1884, ed.
Charles H. Lange and Carroll L. Riley (Albuquerque: UNM Press,
1970), and 1885-1888, ed. Lange, Riley, and Elizabeth M. Lange
(Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1975).
Aiming in 1910 to sort out the place names, particularly the
Tewa Pueblo Indian names, in a much wider area, the irrepressible John Peabody Harrington dedicated to Abiquiu and vicinity
a map and a dozen pages in "The Ethnogeography of the Tewa Indians," Twenty-Ninth Annual Report, Bureau of American
Ethnology (BAE), 1907-08 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1916). Although he came up with some interesting names, for example,
"owl excrement pile arroyo," Harrington failed to locate or label
positively the ruin on the bluff at La Puente. In 1919, however, a
Smithsonian archaeological expedition did both. J. A. Jeancon,
"Excavations in the Chama Valley, New Mexico," BAE, Bulletin
81 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1923), reported a remarkable variety
of Indian pottery and not a thing Spanish. This seemed to confirm
the Tewa tradition that "great trade fairs" were held here before
European colonization.
Perhaps the Pueblo people who moved out before Juan de Onate
moved in downriver in 1598 were the shadowy Asa, perhaps of
Tewa ancestry. Such a people, according to Jesse Walter Fewkes,
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"Tusayan Migration Traditions," Nineteenth Annual Report,
BAE, 1897-98 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1900): 573-633, departed the Abiquiu area and migrated from pueblo to pueblo all
the way to Hopi country, where some of them may have been recruited in the mid-eighteenth century by Spanish Franciscans and
resettled as genizaros in the Abiquiu area. Scattered references to
the Asa· and to Abiquiu occur in other publications of the BAE,
among them Frederick Webb Hodge, ed., Handbook of American
Indians North of Mexico, Bulletin 30 (Washington, D.C.: GPO,
1907-10). W. David Laird's impressive Hopi Bibliography, Comprehensive and Annotated (Tucson: University of Arizona (UA)
Press, 1977) may suggest more. It is likely, too, that the Spanish
documents contain further evidence of this intriguing Hopi connection.
Some among reports of archaeological surveys and digs in the
Abiquiu region, in chronological order, are Frank C. Hibben, Excavation of the Riana Ruin and Chama Valley Survey (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1937); Fred Wendorf, Salvage Archaeology in
the Chama Valley, New Mexico (Santa Fe: School of American
Research, 1953); Stewart Peckham, "Salvage Archaeology in New
Mexico, 1957-58: A Partial Report," El Palacio (EP) 65 (1958):
161-68; and John R. Van Ness, "The Archaeology of the Chama
River Drainage, New Mexico: A Review of the Literature" (MA
thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 1968). For several summers the
University of New Mexico's archaeological field school, based at
Ghost Ranch and presided over by Prof. Florence Hawley Ellis,
conducted hot and thirsty on-the-job training at Sepawi and other
Chama drainage sites. No overall account of the results has yet appeared.
As for "historic" Indians, the nearby Tewa pueblos of Santa
Clara and San Juan have produced two anthropologists of note,
Edward P. Dozier and Alfonso Ortiz, who in turn have each written a book, The Pueblo Indians of North America (New York:
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1970) by Dozier and The Tewa
W orid: Space, Time, Being, and Becoming in a Pueblo Society
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1969) by Ortiz, that
together serve to introduce both the people and "the literature."
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Ortiz also is editing the volume on the Southwest in the revised
Handbook of American Indians, forthcoming from the Smithsonian Institution.
A good place to meet Abiquiu's other Indian neighbors and
those who have written about them is the American Indian Ethnohistory Series, ed. David Agee Horr (New York: Garland Publishing, 1974), especially in the following volumes: Apache Indians I
and VI-IX, Navajo Indians I-III, and Ute Indians I-II. These are
gatherings of the written testimony of experts before the U.S. Indian Claims Commission, much concerned with aboriginal landuse areas and heavily documented. In addition Norman A. Ross
has compiled an Index to the Expert Testimony before the Indian
Claims Commission: The Written Reports (New York: Clearwater
Publishing Co., 1973). Mention here of a single notably comprehensive work, Francis Paul Prucha, A Bibliographical Guide to
the History of Indian- White Relations in the United States
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1977), makes unnecessary
the enrollment of individual tribal bibliographies on Navajos,
Utes, and Jicarillas.
III. Spanish colonial
Even though don Juan de Onate settled first in the vicinity of
San Juan pueblo, less than twenty miles southeast of Abiquiu, in
1598, Spanish occupation of the middle Chama Valley waited for
the eighteenth century. The place name Abiquiu appears in the
documents at least as early as the 1730s.
Surely Spaniards passed that way in the 1600s. France V.
Scholes's solidly documented studies of seventeenth-century New
Mexico, most of which ran serially in the New Mexico Historical
Review (NMHR), should be mined for leads. A seemingly unsupported allegation by Twitchell (Leading Facts, III: 521 n. 322)"Diego de Vargas campaigned in all this section in 1694 and especially mentions Abiquiu" -warrants archival investigation. Fact
is, Vargas's "journals," scattered about in all the pertinent major
archives, and J. Manuel Espinosa's Crusaders of the Rio Grande:
The Story of Don Diego de Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico (Chicago: Institute of Jesuit History,
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1942) present a well-defined path into archival waters. All this, of
course, presumes the ability to swim-to read and understand
Spanish paleography.
A. Archival sources

The joys of travel aside, he who rushes first to Mexico or Spain
to find all there is on Abiquiu has about as much chance as Columbus had of finding the Earthly Paradise on the Orinoco. Before
getting his shots and plunging into foreign archives, the researcher
ought to digest Richard E. Greenleaf and Michael C. Meyer, eds.,
Research in Mexican History: Topics, Methodology, Sources, and
A Practical Guide to Field Research (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1973) for Mexico, and the Guia de fuentes para La
historia de [bero-America conservadas en Espana, 2 vols.
(Madrid: Direccion General de Archivos y Bibliotecas, 1966-69)
for Spain.
For both Spain and the Americas, including the United States,
Lino Gomez Canedo's Los archivos de La historia de America,
periodo colonial espanol, 2 vols. (Mexico: Instituto Panamericano
de Geografia e Historia, 1961), offers a guided tour of dozens of
archives. One of three references in the index to the second volume
under Abiquiu is to documents in the Edward E. Ayer Collection,
Newberry Library, Chicago. Evidently these are private papers
that once belonged to Jose Maria Chavez, Pablo Gonzalez, and
other Abiquiu nO,tables. They date from the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries and have much to do with local
land ownership and manipulation. Today microfilm (3 rolls) of
Newberry material resides at the State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe (SRC), only forty-five miles from Abiquiu.
Familiarity with archival guides and with the holdings of nearby institutions can save a researcher valuable time and, alas, on
occasion, a trip to Spain. A large part of the known documentation for the history of colonial New Mexico has in fact been copied
and brought together (in volumes of bound photostats, on microfilm, and in transcript) in one place-Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico (SC-UNM). The
Library of Congress and the Bancroft also have copies of much of
this material. This is not to say that further searching-in the
Cathedral Archives at Durango, Mexico, or among the Casa
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Amarilla materials now being catalogued by the Archivo General
de la Nacion, Mexico City, or in a hundred other places-will not
yield new finds, only to say, first things first.
Two complementary collections, the Spanish Archives of New
Mexico (SANM) and the Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe
(AASF), one largely civil-military and the other ecclesiastical,
head the list. Both focus on the post-1680 colony. Both have been
microfilmed, and there are published guides.
Much more than a simple finding device, Ralph Emerson Twitchell's The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 2 vols. (Cedar
Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press, 1914; reprinted ed., New York: Arno
Press, 1976), features summaries of some entries and translations
of others. Volume Two inventories the documents spirited to
Washington, D.C., in 1903 and returned to New Mexico in 1923,
known today, with certain additions, as SANM, Series II. When
the State Records Center microfilmed Series II (22 rolls)-":":
containing, among other items of interest, mention of the bloody
Ute attack on Santa Rosa de Abiquiu in 1747 (no. 497 which supplied the details was missing) and of the community's effort to oust
Father Teodoro Alcina in 1820-Myra Ellen Jenkins et al. prepared a helpful little Guide to the Microfilm of the Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 1621-1821 (Santa Fe: SRC, 1967) and a
Calendar of the Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 1621-1821
(Santa Fe: SRC, 1968). The latter, which has no index, is crossreferenced to Twitchell, which has.
During Territorial days sundry documents from the SANM
found their way into the hands of collectors. Some were lost,
others retrieved, and still others preserved in out-of-state libraries.
Fray Angelico Chavez, "Some Original New Mexico Documents
in California Libraries," NMHR 25 (1950): 244-53, lists what
there is at the Huntington Library, San Marino, in the Ritch Collection, including a 1789 Abiquiu church inventory, and at the
Bancroft Library among "New Mexico Originals" collected by
A. L. Pinart (BL, NMO), including a detailed c. 1790 census of the
Abiquiudistrict and much about Fray Juan Jose Toledo and the
notorious Abiquiu witchcraft case of the 1760s.
To back up, Volume One of Twitchell's Spanish Archives describes the loose, numbered land documents segregated in 1855
for use by the Surveyor General of New Mexico and known today
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as SANM, Series I. These supplement the land grant files of the
Surveyor General and the Court of Private Land Claims, files
made up of Spanish grant papers and Anglo proceedings in such
cases as the Town of Abiquiu, Juan Jose Lobato, La Polvadera, La
Piedra Lumbre, Bartolome Sanchez, and a dozen others close-by
or overlapping. The lot, while in custody of the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management in Santa Fe, was microfilmed by UNM and
listed by Albert James Diaz in A Guide to the Microfilm of Papers
Relating to New Mexico Land Grants (Albuquerque: UNM Press,
1960). Since then the originals have made their way back to the
State Records Center. Only by close study of the land documents,
which continue on through the Mexican period, can anyone hope
to sort out the geography and plot the ebb and flow of settlement
in the area about Abiquiu.
A goodly part of the church record-everything from fragmentary Abiquiu baptismal, marriage, and burial registers, censuses,
even trials and land transfers, to a note congratulating the guest
preacher on the feast of Santa Rosa for limiting himself to fifteen
minutes-has been catalogued by Fray Angelico Chavez in Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 1678-1900 (Washington,
D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1957). The
astute historical tracker will follow the index beyond Abiquiu to
nearby missions, notably Santa Clara, San Juan, and San Ildefonso, which from time to time served the Chama Valley settlements. Housed in the main office of the archdiocese in Albuquerque, these documents can also be consulted on microfilm in
SC-UNM and at the SRC.
Another prime source, closely related to the AASF, is the socalled Archivo Franciscano at the Biblioteca Nacional, Mexico
City (BNM). "Discovered" and hastily catalogued by France V.
Scholes in 1927-28, the New Mexico materials in these bundles
from the old Franciscan provincial archives contained, to single
out one treasure among many, Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez's meticulous and embarrassing description of New Mexico in
1776, which had been filed away with a sarcastic note and forgotten. Although the entire collection has been recatalogued and
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microfilmed by the Mexican government, one can still use to advantage Scholes's brief "Manuscripts for the History of New Mexico in the National Library in Mexico City," NMHR 3 (1928):
301-23, together with the bound photostats in SC-UNM.
Two more foreign archives rate special mention: the Archivo
General de la Nacion, Mexico (AGN), and the Archivo General de
Indias, Sevilla, Spain (AGI). Copies in one form or another of
thousands and thousands of document pages from each are available in SC-UNM. The Bancroft Library boasts the largest U.S.
holding of AGN and AGI microfilm, as well as numerous transcripts in the Bolton Research Papers. Two dated guides still serve:
Herbert E. Bolton, Guide to Materials for the History of the United
States in the Principal Archives of Mexico (Washington, D.C.:
Carnegie Institution, 1913; reprinted ed., New York: Kraus,
1965), and Charles E. Chapman, Catalogue of Materials in the Archivo General de Indias for the History of the Pacific Coast and
the American Southwest (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1919; reprinted ed., Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 1970).
More detailed aids for some sections of these huge depositories
have been printed, among them those appearing in the Boletin of
the AGN and those tallied by Jose Maria de la Pena y Camara in
his Archivo General de Indias de Sevilla, guia del visitante
(Madrid: Direccion General de Archivos y Bibliotecas, 1958).
Finally, a salute to the most active copier of Spanish documents
before photocopying, Adolph F. Bandelier. Although much of the
Bandelier material can still be" found in the above-mentioned archives, certain of the originals he transcribed in New Mexico for
the Hemenway Southwestern Archaeological Expedition have evidently since vanished. Fifteen volumes of transcripts endure in the
library of the Peabody Museum, Harvard University. An idea of
how much they contain can be had from "The Bandelier Collection of Copies of Documents Relative to the History of New Mexico and Arizona" in Report of the United States Commission to the
Columbian Historical Exposition at Madrid, 1892-93 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1895). Numbers 26-30 and 34 deal with the successive repeopling of Abiquiu. There are also signed Bandelier
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transcripts in the Thomas B. Catron Collection, SC-UNM (see
Lange, Riley, and Lange notes to Bandelier, Journals, 1885-1888).
Charles Wilson Hackett edited the copies made by Adolph and
Fanny for the Carnegie Institution and published them under the
cumbrous title Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico,
Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773, Collected by
Adolph F. A. Bandelier and Fanny R. Bandelier, 3 vols. (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1923-37). Volume Three is the
most pertinent.
Going Bandelier one better, the Documentary Relations of the
Southwest (DRSW), an ongoing project at the Arizona State
Museum, University of Arizona, aims not only at publication of a
multi-volume, bilingual series of selected documents but also at
harnessing the computer. During the process of selection, done in
the old way, in the archives, document-by-document, categories of
specific information-e.g., all ethnic groups, important persons,
and place names mentioned-are noted and later fed into a master
computer index. To explain the project and to aid those who
would use its products, a preliminary The Documentary Relations
of the Southwest Project Manual, 1977, compiled by Charles W.
Polzer, Thomas C. Barnes, and Thomas H. Naylor (Tucson: Arizona State Museum, 1977), has already appeared. See also Polzer,
"The Documentary Relations of the Southwest," Hispanic
American Historical Review 58 (1978): 460-65.
Although the DRSW has not come yet to New Mexico, the
Southwest is understood to be the area of analogous cultures contained within the 94th and 122nd meridians and the 22nd and
38th parallels. The possibilities are just as broad. Imagine a computerized biographical dictionary of the Spanish Southwest.
Bandelier would have loved it.
After this section was all set down came Henry Putney Beers,
Spanish and Mexican Records of the American Southwest: A Bibliographical Guide to Archive and Manuscript Sources (Tucson:
UA Press, 1979), to put flesh on the bones. Not only does Beers's
remarkable new compendium describe where the sources are, but
also how and when they got there and who was responsible. It is
essential.
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B. Settlement, exploration and trade beyond, mission and missionaries, and a witch hunt: selected secondary sources
Relatively rich bottomlands along a perennial stream and feed
for stock on a thousand hills and mesas drew Hispano settlers up
the Chama Valley early in the eighteenth century. By the 1730s
they were living close-by Abiquiu under the patronage of Santa
Rosa de Lima. J. Richard Salazar, who documented the site for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, demonstrates with "Santa Rosa de Lima de Abiquiu," New Mexico Architecture 18 (Sept.-Oct. 1976): 13-19, the kind of study necessary
to piece together the local settlement puzzle. Some of his findings
are at odds with those of Swadesh, Los Primeros Pobladores, cited
above but not by Salazar. Who these first families were-the Trujillo, Martin Serrano, Montoya, et al.-Fray Angelico Chavez suggests in Origins of New Mexico Families in the Spanish Colonial
Period (Santa Fe: Historical Society of N.M., 1954; reprinted ed.,
Albuquerque: University of Albuquerque, 1973) and later installments in El Palacio. Marc Simmons, "Settlement Patterns and
Village Plans in Colonial New Mexico," Journal of the West 8
(1969): 7-21, sets them in a broader context.
As for numbers, beginning with Fray Juan Miguel Menchero's
1744 estimate of twenty families at Santa Rosa (BNM, New Mexico Documents, legajo 8, no. 17), a fairly complete list of colonial
censuses appears in Appendix I of John L. Kessell, Kiva, Cross,
and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico, 1540-1840, National Park Service (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1979). Alicia V.
Tjarks, "Demographic, Ethnic and Occupational Structure of
New Mexico, 1790," The Americas 35 (1978): 45-88, discusses
some of the earlier censuses and squeezes all she can out of the one
for 1790, but she misses the local reports from the Abiquiu district
(BL,NMO).
How war and peace with Navajos, Utes, and Comanches affected the peopling and repeopling of the Chama Valley is a theme
worth pursuing. Frank D. Reeve's articles in NMHR on NavajoSpanish relations and two of Alfred Barnaby Thomas's works, The
Plains Indians and New Mexico, 1751-1778 (Albuquerque: UNM
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Press, 1940) and Forgotten Frontiers: A Study of the Spanish Indian Policy of Don Juan Bautista de Anza, Governor of New Mexico, 1777-1787 (Norman: OU Press, 1932, 1969), point the way to
the documents. Other studies of the Provincias Internas, by scholars like Elizabeth A. H. John, Max L. Moorhead, and Luis Navarro Garcia, are cited in the bibliography of Kessell, Kiva, Cross,
and Crown.
Trade between Abiquiu and the Utes during the Spanish period,
which holds up through the Mexican years and beyond, may have
been "a small-scale, individual, and rather shabby affair," as
David J. Weber suggests in The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in
the Far Southwest, 1540-1846 (Norman: OU Press, 1971), but it
made a mark, largely because the readiest commodity was captive
Indian women and children. Three articles on the subject, relying
for the most part on the same trial records of illicit traders, are:
William J. Snow, "Utah Indians and Spanish Slave Trade," Utah
Historical Quarterly (UHQ) 2 (1929): 67-73; Joseph J. Hill,
"Spanish and Mexican Exploration and Trade Northwest from
New Mexico into the Great Basin, 1765-1853," UHQ 3 (1930):
3-23; and S. Lyman Tyler, "The Spaniard and the Ute," UHQ 22
(1954): 343-61. L. R. Bailey's book Indian Slave Trade in the
Southwest, A Study of Slave-taking and the Traffic of Indian Captives (Los Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1973) adds nothing.
Several smallish exploring and trading parties- hardly pageants
in the wilderness-jumped off from Abiquiu. The unpublished
journals of Juan Maria Rivera, who led at least two of them in the
year 1765, repose in the Biblioteca Central Militar of the Servicio
Historico Militar in Madrid. Donald C. Cutter hints at their contents in "Prelude to a Pageant in the Wilderness," Western
Historical Quarterly (WHQ) 8 (1977): 5-14. The better-known
Dominguez-Escalante expedition of 1776, which outward bound
laid over a day at the mission of Abiquiu, two hundred years later
gave the state of Utah something to celebrate. Out of the Bicentennial came The Dominguez-Escalante Journal, Their Expedition
through Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico in 1776, trsl.
Fray Angelico Chavez, ed. Ted J. Warner (Provo: Brigham Young
University Press, 1976), bilingual successor to earlier English
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translations by Herbert S. Auerbach and Herbert E. Bolton.
Anglo-American interloper Zebulon Montgomery Pike, according
to The Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, ed. Donald Jackson,
2 vols. (Norman: OU Press, 1966), in 1807 descended the Agua
Caliente to the Chama, thereby just missing Abiquiu, which nevertheless, misspelled and mislocated, found a place on his map.
Back in 1754 the brash and capable Gov. Tomas Velez
Cachupin knew exactly what a genizaro was when he authorized
the mission of Santo Tomas for Indians of that designation, some
of them Tewa-Hopis already living in the Abiquiu area. Two hundred and two years later, Fray Angelico Chavez was at considerable pains to define the term in "Comments Concerning
'Tome and Father J. B. R.'," NMHR 31 (1956):68-74. It takes
some doing, lest one end up with the usual "detribalized, Hispanicized, mainly non-Pueblo, erstwhile captive," which sounds
rather like an eighteenth-century test-tube baby. This matter of
racial makeup is not purely academic. If the descendants of
genizaros are mostly Indian, why, some people ask, should they
not receive free schooling and health care?
Mission Santo Tomas de Abiquiu, the only genizaro mission,
came into being at a tense time in New Mexico. With the "barbarians" at the gates, missionaries damned governors and governors damned missionaries. Missionaries also damned bishops. The
scene is well set in Henry W. Kelly, Franciscan Missions of New
Mexico, 1 740-1 760 (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1941), and
Eleanor B. Adams, Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New Mexico,
1760 (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1954), both of which were
featured serially in NMHR. Both authors made extensive use of
BNM, New Mexico Documents.
"A man with an extraordinary awareness of the ordinary," Fray
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez captured the scabby, sometimes
hilarious, and often insecure essence of life in the colony in 1776.
He drew word pictures of Abiquiu's mission plant and of the lesser
chapel of Santa Rosa de Lima, right down to the last viga and the
wig belonging to Our Lady of the Conception. He told of a lively
trade fair for the Utes. And he was hard on the genizaros, if his
string of "they are weak, gamblers, liars, cheats, and petty
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thieves" can be considered hard. In 1956 the apt team of Adams
and Chavez resurrected this eighteenth-century New Mexico classic under the too-modest title The Missions of New Mexico, 1776:
A Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez with Other
Contemporary Documents (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1956,
1975).
Secure in its place as bible of the subject, George Kubler's The
Religious Architecture of New Mexico in the Colonial Period and
Since the American Occupation, 4th ed. (Albuquerque: UNM
Press, 1972), has sections on Abiquiu but he, like so many others,
confuses the site of La Puente with that of La Capilla de Santa
Rosa. In The Missions of New Mexico Since 1 776 (Albuquerque:
UNM Press, in press), John L. Kessell grapples with the question,
What has become of all these structures in the two centuries since
Dominguez? Finally, Gilberto Benito Cordova, native Abiquefio,
completed in 1979 a specialized study called "MissiQnization and
Hispanicization of Santo Tomas Apostol de Abiquiu, 1750-1770"
(Ph.D. disseration, UNM).
We may never grasp just how missionization worked at
Abiquiu, but surely the witches of the 1760s have something to tell
us. Marc Simmons, Witchcraft in the Southwest: Spanish and Indian Supernaturalism on the Rio Grande (Flagstaff: Northland
Press, 1974), who devoted a paragraph to the subject, followed
Twitchell who followed Bancroft who had the trial proceedings in
his library. Another part of the record is in the AGN, Seccion de
Inquisicion, tomo 1001. Women possessed by the Dragon of Hell,
exorcism, a network of sorcerers, stone idols in caves-all are here.
IV. Mexican
Santa Fe's conspicuous celebration of Mexican independence
may have made news in Mexico City, but it signaled few overnight
changes. Granted, the few Missouri traders on hand that January
of 1822 can be seen as harbingers of an economic revolution, but
even that took time. Most everyone embraced the epithet "Mexican citizen" with gusto. Still, things Mexican flowed gradually
out of things Spanish.
As the liberof familiar institutions went limp, which it had
begun to do before independence, locals took up the slack. Armed
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hit and miss, militiamen far outnumbered regulars. Community
brotherhoods managed the social and spiritual business of the
church as old priests died off, and few were replaced. Rico
families got richer in partnership with Anglos who came and
stayed and married their daughters. Reacting to the instability of
government at higher levels, district officials took the law more
and more unto themselves. More and more people were counted
on censuses, and more and more settlements. Never had New Mexicans moved around so much. And in all this Abiquiu had a part.
Some of the sources mentioned in the previous section pull up
arbitrarily at 1821-22; others, like the current of events, flow
through uninterrupted. On the Mexican period per se, Lansing B.
Bloom, "New Mexico under Mexican Administration, 18211846," Old Santa Fe, serially in vols. 1-2 (1913-15), endures as the
standard work. David J. Weber of Southern Methodist University
is presently at work on a careful comparative study of Mexican
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California for the Histories of
the American Frontiers series (UNM Press). Meantime, he gives us
a rundown of printed sources in "Mexico's Far Northern Frontier,
1821-1854: Historiography Askew," WHQ 7 (1976): 279-93, and
"Mexico's Far Northern Frontier, 1821-1845: A Critical Bibliography," Arizona and the West 19 (1977): 225-66.
The Mexican Archives of New Mexico (MANM) is to 1821-46
what SANM, Series II, is to the colonial years, except for Twitchell. Most of the originals have their abode in Santa Fe at the
SRC where they were microfilmed (42 rolls) in 1969. Myra Ellen
Jenkins's short Guide to the Microfilm Edition of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, 1821-1846 (Santa Fe: SRC, 1969), which
notes a number of complementary private collections, and her
Calendar of the Microfilm Edition of the Mexican Archives of
New Mexico, 1821-1846 (Santa Fe: SRC, 1970), define the categories of documents. A partial, item-by-item card catalogue of
MANM, as photogra'phed and bound pre-Jenkins, is at hand at SCUNM, but only for the years 1821-32. Recently Malcolm Ebright
dipped into MANM to come up with an 1832 quarrel between
Abiquiu's Manuel and Ramon Martinez in "Manuel Martinez's
Ditch Dispute: A Study in Mexican Period Custom and Justice,"
NMHR 54 (1979): 21-34.
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The Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and Chavez's guide
to them run sequentially through the Mexican years. To these
should be added astray, the parish baptismal register of Santo
Tomas de Abiquiu, 1832-61, on microfilm at Zimmerman
Library, UNM.
Two archives in Mexico City that bear looking into, besides the
obvious AGN, are the Archivo Hist6rico Militar Mexicano of the
Secretaria de la Defensa Nacional and the Archivo Central of the
Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores. Before taking off on Aeromexico, however, the researcher should check the holdings of
copies at SC-UNM and the Bancroft Library, then read the pertinent sections in Greenleaf and Meyer, Research in Mexican
History.
Private collections and family papers, like those of Manuel
Alvarez, Donaciano Vigil, L. Bradford Prince, and a dozen others
at the SRC may contain bits and pieces of the Abiquiu story. These
keep turning up. In a small collection in SC-UNM, "New Mexico
Documents, 1770-1876," one finds the last will and testament of
Jose Manuel Martinez of Abiquiu, dated in 1843.
Among published censuses of Mexican New Mexico the Antonio
Narbona count of 1827, in H. Bailey Carroll and J. Villasana Haggard, Three New Mexico Chronicles: The Exposici6n of Don
Pedro Bautista Pino 1812; the Ojeada of Lie. Antonio Barreiro
1831; and the additions by Don Jose Agustin de Escudero, 1849
(Albuquerque: Quivira Society, 1942), has Abiquiu and environs
with 3,557 souls, of whom 508 are farmers, 48 craftsmen, 6 merchants, a school teacher, and 301 day laborers. The 1845 census
of Abiquiu, El Rito, and Ojo Caliente by priest and enumerator
Eulogio Valdez, printed in typescript in Virginia L. Olmstead,
Spanish and Mexican Colonial Censuses of New Mexico: 1790,
1823, 1845 (Albuquerque: N.M. Genealogical Society, 1975),
gives names, ages, and marital status of heads of household and
spouses.
By the late 1820s Abiquiu had become something of a little
Taos. Here at a half dozen posts, traders and trappers rendezvoused and outfitted for ventures north and west. Many of the big
names were in and out of Abiquiu. Cenin St. Vrain put Jacob P.
Leese in charge of his store here, and Manuel Alvarez maintained
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local ties. LeRoy R. Hafen, aided by an impressive stable of scholars, called the roll in The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the
Far West, 10 vols. (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1965-72). Weber's
Taos Trappers provides continuity.
"The longest, crookedest, most arduous pack mule route in the
history of America" is how LeRoy R. and Ann W. Hafen described
the 1,200-mile Old Spanish Trail: Santa Fe to Los Angeles (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1954). Santa Fe may have been the New
Mexico terminus, but Abiquiu was both jumping-off place and
port of entry. Beginning in 1829-30 with Antonio Armijo's round
trip and lasting well into the 1840s, New Mexican woolens went
west and California horses and mules came east. Horse thieving
and slaving were sidelights. Two earlier articles by Eleanor Lawrence, cited in Weber's critical bibliography, complement the
Hafen book. And today, as fate would have it, Abiquiu's Rafael
Rivera, a member of Armijo's company who got lost for a couple
of weeks, is being touted as the first non-Indian to gaze on the site
of Las Vegas, Nevada.
Trading and raiding-the former mostly with Utes and the latter mostly by and against Navajos-pretty much summed up Mexican Indian affairs in the Chama Valley. Part I of Frank McNitt's
Navajo Wars: Military Campaigns, Slave Raids, and Reprisals
(Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1972) portrays a cycle of events that
became facts of life. But it was never black and white. In the fall of
1844 the Utes who gathered near Abiquiu were in a surly mood.
Loudly demanding compensation for past wrongs, they descended
on Santa Fe and roughed up the governor. Ward Alan Minge
reveals the outcome in "Mexican Independence Day and a Ute
Tragedy in Santa Fe, 1844," The Changing Ways of Southwestern
Indians, A Historic Perspective, ed. Albert H. Schroeder (Glorieta,
N.M.: Rio Grande Press, 1973), pp. 107-23. All winter Abiquiu
feared war.
As a birthplace of notables, few communities of similar size can
match Abiquiu. Chief among those who came to prominence during Mexican rule and stayed on as burs under the Anglo saddle
was Antonio Jose Martinez, priest, educator, and champion of his
people. Martinez, who served the parish of Santo Tomas briefly in
1826 before moving to Taos, has been vilified in fiction by Willa
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Cather and only grudgingly recognized by Paul Horgan. He
awaits a biographer. In the meantime, we have one good article by
E. K. Francis, "Padre Martinez: A New Mexican Myth," NMHR
31 (1956): 265-89. Another unforgettable priest, a son of the Abiquiu Gallegos clan, was Jose Manuel Gallegos, New Mexico's delegate to Congress in 1855-56 and 1871-73.
As if one congressman were not enough for any town, Abiquiu
in 1843 produced another, Francisco Antonio Manzanares, the
Las Vegas merchant who served in 1884-85. Brief biographical
sketches of New Mexico's national legislators can be found in
Dorothy Woodward's New Mexico, Land of Enchantment, rev.
ed., 87th Cong., 2nd sess., Senate Doc. 155 (Washington, D.C.:
GPO, 1962). Don Devereux, "Julian Chavez, An Early Rio Arriba
Emigrant," EP 74 (Winter 1967): 35-36, follows another Abiquefio overland about 1830 to California where, after a memorable career as ranchero and politician, he leaves his name on
Chavez Ravine, home of the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Don Julian's distinguished brother, Jose Maria, stayed home and
was breveted general of volunteers during the Civil War. Even
famed Ute Indian leader Ouray, according to J. M. Manzanares,
"Colorado Recollections of a. Centenarian," The Colorado
Magazine (CM) 10 (1933): 114-15, was born of a Ute mother and
an Apache father at Abiquiu where he later worked for the Manzanares and Martinez families.
V. Territorial

If the adjective "bustling" ever fit Abiquiu, it was during the
Territorial years. Military post, Indian agency, mercantile, ranching, and mining center, cradle of emigrants-the community was
all these and more. To set the place in context it would be well to
consult the Goldentree bibliography by Rodman W. Paul and
Richard W. Etulain, The Frontier and the American West (Arlington Heights, Ill.: AHM Publishing Corp., 1977), which has sections on all these topics and more.
A. Military post
Unquestionably the most prideful and foolhardy boast made by
the United States occupation forces in 1846 was that they would
protect the locals from injury by hostile Indians. So spoke Maj.
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William Gilpin who reined up at Abiquiu late in September.
Contemporary John T. Hughes alluded to Gilpin's actions in Doniphan's Expedition and the Conquest of New Mexico and California, ed. William Elsey Connelley (Kansas City: Bryant and
Douglas, 1907). McNitt put them in context in Navajo Wars. And
Pvt. James Austin had the time of his life. Writing to his brother
from Abiquiu on October 23, 1846, he told of a soldier's happy
camp life. A photostat of the letter is on file at the Museum of New
Mexico, Santa Fe (MNM). "We live together like brothers,"
crowed Austin, who shared quarters with five others, "and if you
could see us about eating time you would say we were the happiest
set of poor devils you ever saw." A few months later James Austin
died in action at Taos.
By April of 1849 Capt. John Chapman and Co. A Vols., Santa
Fe Guard, seventy-eight strong, occupied the post at "Albiquin."
Under that misspelling, the post returns from April 1849 to October 1851, minus June-December 1849 when the volunteers pulled
out, are preserved at the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
(NA), in Record Group (RG) 94, Records of the Adjutant General's
Office, 1780s-1917. Microfilmed as partof Returns from United
States Military Posts, 1800-1916 (Microcopy No. 617), roll 12,
they are present and accounted for in SC-UNM and elsewhere.
Equally fruitful for the military historian is RG 393, Records of
United States Army Continental Commands, 1821-1920. Whatever the record group, two publications will help: Guide to the National Archives of the United States (Washington, D.C.: General
Services Administration (GSA), 1974) and National Archives
Microfilm Publications (Washington, D.C.: GSA, 1974).
The sparse details of post returns can often be fleshed out with
correspondence and inspection reports. George Archibald McCall, New Mexico in 1850: A Military View, ed. Robert W. Frazer
(Norman: OU Press, 1968), found a company of dragoons paying
$ 183-a-month rent in Abiquiu. Because there was no hospital, the
half-dozen sick men were being treated in their quarters. "The
climate of this region of [the] country," ventured Colonel McCall,
"is considered a very healthy one (the only cases of disease now
existing being venereal)." In 1851 the rent, as revealed to Congress (32nd Cong., 1st sess., HED 2, Serial 634, pp. 235-41), was
up to $280.

.....
""
o

Abiquiu Peak, looking westerly. J. S. Newberry, "Geological Report," Report of the Exploring Expedition from Santa Fe, New
Mexico to . .. the Great Colorado of the West, in 1859. 1876. Plate I, opposite p. 69.
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Familiar military sources like Francis B. Heitman, Historical
Register and Dictionary of the United States Army, From Its Organization, September 29: 1789, to March 2, 1903, 2 vols. (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1903; reprinted ed., Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1965), will serve to trace an officer's career, but to
find out that Abiquiu commander Lawrence P. Graham was an
incompetent sot may require recourse to the unofficial commentary of men who did duty with him, like Cave Johnson Couts,
Hepah, California! The Journal of Cave Johnson Couts from Monterey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico to Los Angeles, California during the
Years 1848-1849, ed. Henry F. Dobyns (Tucson: Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, 1961). Pvt. James A. Bennett remembered his time at Abiquiu in Forts and Forays, A Dragoon in New
Mexico, 1850-1856, ed. Clinton E. Brooks and Frank D. Reeve
(Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1948; serially in NMHR, 1947), although McNitt, Navajo Wars, measuring him against the official
record, had to make adjustments for slippage.
The local tradition that Negro troops manned the Abiquiu post,
most unlikely before the Civil War, nevertheless deserves investigation. Another lead worth checking out concerns artist Edward M. Kern, who served the detachment as forage master from
July 1850 until the following spring. Although Robert V. Hine,
Edward Kern and American Expansion (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1962) holds out no such hope, it would be grand to discover a Kern portfolio of Abiquiu scenes.

B. Indian agency
If they understood the Army's boast to control them, the Navajos, Utes, and Jicarilla Apaches at first simply scorned it. Aided in
their self-determination by United States civil and military authorities who could not agree on Indian policy and by an ungenerous,
preoccupied Congress, the tribes did pretty much as they had done
under previous regimes. They raided as it suited their interests,
and they came in to places like Abiquiu for trade, gifts, and an occasional treaty-signing ceremonial.
To reconstruct the Abiquiu agency molehill one must go into the
mountains of the National Archives, into Record Group 75, Rec-
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ords of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and into RG 48, Records of
the Office of the Secretary of the Interior. Pertinent sections already microfilmed include the Records of the New Mexico Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 1849-80 (T21, 30 rolls), Letters Sent
by the. Indian Division of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior, 1849"1903 (M606, 127 rolls), and Interior Department
Territorial Papers, New Mexico, 1851-1914 (M364, 15 rolls).
Lively narratives by the New Mexico superintendent and/or Abiquiu agent show up in the Annual Report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, which in turn shows up in the Annual Report of the
Secretary of the Interior and also separately.
The early years of the Abiquiu "agency," from 1849 until the
mid-l 850s, are something of a blur, with special agents like Lafayette Head and Jose Antonio Manzanares fading in and out of the
picture. At Abiquiu in 1849 James S. Calhoun, New Mexico's first
superintendent of Indian affairs (1849-52) and territorial governor
(1851-52), entered into a treaty with the Utes. Its text is printed in
Charles J. Kappler, ed., Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties, vol. 2
(Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1904; reprinted ed., New York: Interland Publishing, 1972), also in Twitchell, Leading Facts, III.
Annie Heloise Abel collected and edited The Official Correspondence ofJames S. Calhoun (Washington, D.C.: Office of Indian Affairs, 1915) and followed that with "The Journal of John
Greiner," Old Santa Fe 3 (1916): 189-243, and "Indian Affairs in
New Mexico under the Administration of William Carr Lane,
from the Journal of John Ward," NMHR 16 (1941): 206-32,
328-58.
Again Frank McNitt's Navajo Wars, taken with Frank D.
Reeve's "The Federal Indian Policy in New Mexico, 1858-1880,"
NMHR, serially in vols. 12-13 (1937-38), can be used as an initiation. Both scholars did toilsome research in the National Archives.
Today their extensive collections of notes, transcripts, photoprints,
microfilms, and maps are available to scholars, McNitt's at the
SRC in Santa Fe and Reeve's in SC-UNM in Albuquerque.
From Bancroft's listing of Abiquiu agents, one gets the impression that they were the usual mix-grafters and honest visionaries,
political hacks and adventurers, good administrators and bad. At
least one, an enterprising Scotsman who lasted from 1858 to
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1861, also held an appointment, says Laura C. Manson White in
"Albert H. Pfeiffer," CM 10 (1933): 217-22, as captain, Co. A,
Abiquiu Mounted Volunteers of Militia. Another, responsible during his tenure for about 1,100 Wiminutche Utes, 700 Capote Utes,
and some Jicarillas west of the Rio Grande, got up on a soap box
and delivered an open Report on the Apaches and Navaho Indians
of Abiquiu Indian Agency, to President Grant, September 23,
1869 (printed pamphlet, Harvard College Library, Cambridge).
This was a man of strong convictions, well characterized by Lawrence R. Murphy in Frontier Crusader- Willliam F. M. Amy
(Tucson: UA Press, 1972). Three years later, in 1872, a successor
of Amy's moved the agency north to the abandoned buildings of
Fort Lowell near Tierra Amarilla, where the last rations were
doled out in 1881.

C. Mercantile, ranching, and mining center
Sharing the understandable bias of Anglo miners bound for the
bonanza, Richard Sopris pictured Abiquiu as "a miserable Mexican village with supplies, and the very worst starting point."
Others disagreed, notably promoter Charles Baker and his cohorts, six Anglos and five Hispanos, who in 1861 secured a charter
as the Abiquiu, Pagosa, and Baker City Road Company to operate
a toll road north to the San Juan mining district. That winter of
1860-61 miners crowded into Abiquiu. St. Vrain & Co., Denver,
shipped in supplies. Santa Fe and Dem~er newspapers reported the
excitement, as did Virginia McConnell in "Captain Baker and the
San Juan Humbug," CM 48 (1971): 59-75. A photocopy of the
toll-road company's charter is in SC-UNM.
Ever since 1852 Abiquiu had boasted an on-again-off-again post
office. Sheldon H. Dike, The Territorial Post Offices of New Mexico (Albuquerque: Dikewood Corp., 1958), gives dates and names
of some of the postmasters. The Colorado, New Mexico, Utah,
Nevada, Wyoming and Arizona Gazetteer and Business Directory,
1884-5, vol. 1 (Chicago and Detroit: R. L. Polk and Co. and A.C.
Danser, 1884), credits the village with a church and a district
school. "The shipments comprise wool, pelts and hides. Population, 300. Mail, tri-weekly. Alexander Douglas, postmaster."
Twelve entries follow-three proprietors 'of general stores, with
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only Douglas's name in bold type, one justice of the peace, and the
rest cattle and/or sheep breeders. Although the population holds
steady, J. A. Carruth, Business Directory of Arizona and New
Mexico for 1897 (Las Vegas, N:M.: Daily Examiner Printing and
Binding, 1897) offers some additional information: "Espanola
and Chamita nearest railroad points, mail daily, school 4 months,
banking at Santa Fe, Catholic church services regularly, principal
resources, agriculture, fruit and mining." Henry Grant is now
postmaster and Grant Bros. the only general store. Allen David
lists himself as miner.
Prospectors had been lured into the rugged country around Abiquiu for as long as anyone could remember. They had found copper early on, in Cobre Canyon eight or nine miles north. Bernardo
de Miera y Pacheco labeled "EI Cobre" on his maps in the 1770s
(see, e.g., the detail of his 1779 map in Dominguez, Missions, p.
44). A U.S. exploring expedition poked up the canyon for a look in
1859. Although J. N. Macomb got his name on the Report of the
Exploring Expedition from Santa Fe, New Mexico, to the Junction
of the Grand and Green Rivers of the Great Colorado of the West,
in 1859, Engineer Department, U.S. Army (Washington, D.C.:
GPO, 1876), Dr. J. S. Newberry's geological section formed the
bulk of it. Newberry described the countryside and the mines, and
he made a sketch of "Abiquiu Peak, Looking Westerly," which J.
J. Young transformed into a handsome color rendering. Next a
travel writer, William M. Thayer in Marvels of the New West
(Norwich, Conn.: Henry Bill Publishing Co., 1887) picked up
Newberry's account of climbing Abiquiu peak, complete with the
illustration in black and white, and attributed it wrongly to
Macomb. For those today who marvel at the colorful scenery in
the area and wonder what is tufa and what is not, Harold T. U.
Smith, "Tertiary Geology of the Abiquiu Quadrangle, New Mexico," The Journal of Geology 46 (1938): 933-65, has the answer.
The chalcocite copper ore of the Abiquiu Mining District "occurs as rounded grains and nuggets up to 5 in. in diameter," writes
Stuart A. Northrop, Minerals of New Mexico, rev. ed. (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1959), who lists Las Minas de Pedro and Las
Minas Jimmie on the east side of the canyon within the Plaza Colorada Grant. The record of Pedro Jaramillo vs. John Johnson (Rio
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Arriba County District Court, Civil Case 455, 1890-91, SRC) over
copper in the Abiquiu district, proves that someone thought it was
worth going to court over.
The machinations of lawyers and land brokers, imperceptible at
first to the people on the land, eventually came home as fences
went up across grazing grounds and forests traditionally open to
all, and as farming plots were quietly acquired and blocked up.
How they went about it is well illustrated by Herbert O. Brayer,
William Blackmore: The Spanish-Mexican Land Grants of New
Mexico and Colorado, 1863-1878 (Denver: Bradford Robinson,
1949; reprinted in Spanish and Mexican Land Grants, New York:
Arno Press, 1974), and by Victor Westphall, Thomas Benton
Catron and His Era (Tucson: UA Press, 1973). Catron, who owned
outright or had a piece of at least thirty-four grants including the
Cafi6n de Chama, Piedra Lumbre, and Tierra Amarilla, also had
dealings with Abiquiu rico Pablo Gonzalez. The Abiquiu
documents at Newberry Library, cited above in the Spanish colonial section, should shed light on their relationship. So might the
Catron Papers in SC-UNM.

D. Cradle of emigrants
For every well-known emigrant Abiquiu contributed to other
communities-Martinez to Taos, Chavez to Los Angeles, Gallegos
to Albuquerque, Manzanares to Las Vegas-there were dozens of
less conspicuous souls who for one reason or another risked a new
start elsewhere. "The gradual contiguous spread of Hispano colonists during the nineteenth century is a little-known event of
major importance," asserts geographer D. W. Meinig in his provocative and closely knit Southwest: Three Peoples in Geographical Change, 1600-1970 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1971).
Some made it to California. Recognizing the truth in the saying
"it takes one to know one," southern California ranchers recruited
Abiquiu genizaros to guard their herds against other New Mexicans and Indians. Their story is told by Joyce C. Vickery in Defending Eden: New Mexican Pioneers in Southern California,
1830-1890 (Riverside: University of California at Riverside,
1977).
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But mostly they migrated northward out of Abiquiu, colonizing
such grants as the Tierra Amarilla and then, as Apaches, Utes, and
Navajos were gradually contained, venturing into the San Juan
Basin west of the mountains and into the San Luis Valley on the
east. Hundreds of their descendants live today in the southern
counties of Colorado. Alerted by Swadesh's Los Primeros Pobladores, no Abiquiu historian should lose sight of this intimate
Colorado connection.
Through censuses, parish and county archives, and newspapers
one can measure the heartbeat of a given community and follow
the pulse of its influence outward. The 1850 census, edited and
printed in typescript by Margaret Leonard Windham, New Mexico 1850 Territorial Census, 4 vols. (Albuquerque: N.M. Genealogical Society, 1976), is tough to use for Rio Arriba County
because town headings are omitted. Record Group 29, Records of
the Bureau of the Census, NA, contains the documentation for this
and the progressively more detailed federal censuses that followed. Microfilm of the schedules for relevant New Mexico and
Colorado counties is listed in Federal Population Censuses,
1790-1890, A Catalog of Microfilm Copies of the Schedules
(Washington, D.C.: GSA, 1978).
Parish records, whether stored in the Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in Albuquerque or kept in the parishes themselves, abound with vital data to complement censuses in a largely
Roman Catholic area. Fray Angelico Chavez, whose published
guide to the AASF runs to 1900, is now cataloguing the more recent materials. For Abiquiu per se the researcher should examine
not only what exists at the parish of Santo Tomas and its present
missions but also the records at the parish of San Juan Nepomuceno in El Rito, of which Abiquiu was a mission for nearly fifty
years. Three commemorative publications by Chavez help sort out
parishes and missions: The Old Faith and Old Glory, 1846-1946
(Santa Fe: Santa Fe Press, 1946), Lamy Memorial, Centenary of
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 1850-1950 (Santa Fe: Schifani Bros.,
1950), and The Lord and New Mexico (Albuquerque: Archdiocese
of Santa Fe, 1975).
Unfortunately the annals of Rio Arriba County are fragmentary
at best. In the late 1930s and early 1940s when WPA Historical
Records Survey teams were compiling inventories of county ar-
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chives, they missed Rio Arriba. What noncurrent records survive,
dating hit and miss from the late 1840s to the 1930s, are housed at
the State Records Center in Santa Fe. Here are registers, books,
and papers concerning civil and criminal district court cases,
assessments, voting rolls and elections, justices of the peace
(including the Abiquiu book, 1896-1915), vital statistics, the
sheriff, schools, probate estates and guardianships, coroner's inquests, and the like. Current records repose in the Rio Arriba
County Courthouse at Tierra Amarilla, county seat since 1880.
Although no one in town published a newspaper, items datelined Abiquiu turn up from time to time in the territorial presswhen a killing occurs, when a contract is let or a land grant surveyed, when the church of Santo Tomas burns or a fierce wind
damages the place. A few partial indices of New Mexico papers exist, usually in the town of publication, for example, at the History
Library, MNM, in Santa Fe. Roman Catholic newspapers, like
Revista Cat6lica and The Southwestern Catholic, should not be
overlooked. Pearce S. Grove, Becky J. Barnett, and Sandra J. Hansen have led us to water in New Mexico Newspapers: A Comprehensive Guide to Bibliographical Entries and Locations
(Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1975), but they cannot help us drink.
Newspaper research, for all its value, is just plain tedious.
VI. Twentieth century
With world-renowned artist Georgia O'Keeffe living in Jose
Maria Chavez's house, water skiers and picnickers cavorting at
Abiquiu Lake, and all sorts of enlightened human interaction going on at Ghost Ranch Presbyterian Conference Center, it is no
wonder that old timers scratch their heads in disbelief. They have
seen their relatives leave the valley in search of work. They have
seen the highway paved and sewer pipes installed. They have seen
the Town of Abiquiu Grant lost for nonpayment of taxes and repurchased for them by the federal government. Even the Penitentes are back in the priest's good graces.
A. Economics, land, federal assistance, and social science

The story of Abiquiu's rude initiation into the twentieth-century
world of wage labor and commercial land ownership has been
outlined by AlvaI' Ward Carlson and touched upon in dozens of
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studies from the 1930s and 40s cited by Weigle, yet much remains
to be said. All the local sources mentioned in the previous section,
plus oral history, should be mined right on up through the Depression and War years.
Although rural poverty becomes an overriding theme, the New
Mexico Business Directory (Denver: Gazetteer Publishing Co.),
published more or less regularly between 1903 and 1942, focuses
on some of the people who were making it. Of the seven hundred
persons assigned to Abiquiu and vicinity in the 1903-04 edition,
twelve were cattlemen-farmers; two each were cattlemenfreighters, just plain freighters, attorneys, notaries public, general
merchandisers, saloon keepers, and shoemakers; and one each
barber-blacksmith, justice of the peace, and miner. Beginning in
the late 1940s publications from the Bureau of Business Research,
UNM, take up the wartime slack. Things get tense. Marlowe M.
Taylor, Rural People and Their Resources, North-Central New
Mexico, Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 448 (Las
Cruces, N.M.: State University, 1960), and Margaret Meaders,
"The Economy of Rio Arriba County: The County Background
Series," New Mexico Business 18 (Apr. 1965): 1-25, (May 1965):
1-29, carefully analyze a situation about to get out of hand.
Armed assault on a courthouse in peacetime America was
bound to make national headlines. That it happened at Tierra
Amarilla, not forty-five miles from Abiquiu, insured it and the
events surrounding it an immediate place in local legend. First the
defiant acts of grant heirs calling themselves the Abiquiu Corporation, nervously reported in the New Mexico press, then the rise of
Reies Lopez Tijerina, and finally the courthouse shootout. The
people of Abiquiu have strong and divergent feelings about all
this, feelings worth recording.
Two books aiming to present the facts with a minimum of legend are Peter Nabokov, Tijerina and the Courthouse Raid (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1969), and Richard Gardner, jGrito! Reies
Tijerina and the New Mexico Land Grant War of 1967 (New
York: Harper and Row, 1971). Nabokov has already deposited his
research materials, including taped inteviews, in SC-UNM, and
Gardner says he will do the same. The State of New Mexico has
proffered suggestions for reforming the land grant mess in a Land
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Title Study (Santa Fe: State Planning Office, 1971), a partial
response to the challenge of Tijerina and his Alianza Federal de
Mercedes. Another partial response, for those who want to get
down to the legal nitty gritty, is Michael Roch and Luella G.
Rubio's "A Bibliography of Spanish and Mexican Law Relating to
Land Grants in New Mexico," typescript (New Mexico Legal
Rights Project, 1975), copy in SC-UNM.
No overall account of federal assistance in the Abiquiu area has
yet been compiled. On September 10, 1941, The Albuquerque
Journal ran a story it headlined "FSA to Determine Needs of Abiquiu, May Help Redeem Land From State, Says Chavez." Item
207 in Saunder's Guide is a typewritten report by the Farm
Security Administraion, "Land Purchase Proposal for the 'Town
of Abiquiu Grant,' Rio Arriba County, New Mexico." A check of
RG 96, Records of the Farmers Home Administration (successor
of the FSA), NA, would probably turn up further documentation.
The same with RG 114, Records of the Soil Conservation Service,
NA. A couple of brief typescript SCS reports, both dated April 22,
1946, reside in SC-UNM: "Program for Abiquiu-Vallecitos Soil
Conservation District, New Mexico," and "Work Plan for
Abiquiu-Vallecitos Soil Conservation District, New Mexico." The
Santa Fe New Mexican (June 11, 1964) shared news of the grant to
construct an Abiquiu sewage treatment plant. There must also be
records of local OEO and HEW programs.
Three diverse yet not-so-diverse works will serve to demonstrate
the social scientists' enduring interest in northern New Mexico as
"a country within a country." Nancie L. Gonzalez in The
Spanish-Americans of New Mexico: A Heritage of Pride (Albuquerque: UNM. Press, 1969) aims at "an up-to-date synthetic account of the sociocultural system." Alfredo Jimenez Nunez shows
that Spaniards are mindful of their New Mexican kin with Los
hispanos de Nuevo Mexico (Sevilla: Universidad de Sevilla, 1974),
a community study centered on Espanola. In advocating "A
Unified Approach to the Anthropology of Hispanic Northern New
Mexico: Historical Archaeology, Ethnohistory, and Ethnography," Historical Archaeology 10 (1976): 1-16, Paul Kutsche,
John R. Van Ness, and Andrew T. Smith use Abiquiu as an example in posing several plausible hypotheses. The names of other

280

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:4 1979

prominent social scientists-Clark S. Knowlton, Olen E. Leonard,
and a dozen more-turn up over and over in the bibliographies
cited earlier.

B. Folklife, Penitentes, and modern intrusions
But for the Works Progress Administration's Federal Writers'
Project, launched in 1935, Rosario O. Hinojos might never have
had her retelling of "The Murder of Tomas Martinez" set down on
paper, nor Amalia Chavez her song "Sobre las Olas." These are a
couple of Abiquiu items from hundreds of folk contributions collected in northern New Mexico during the project. Lorin W.
Brown's posthumous Hispano Folklife of New Mexico, The Lorin
W. Brown Federal Writers' Project Manuscripts, ed. Charles L.
Briggs and Marta Weigle (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1978), features an extended and integrated bibliography, already a trademark of Weigle's. Further access to this remarkable storehouse is
provided by a card file in the History Library, MNM, and by Gilberto Benito C6rdova's annotated Bibliography of Unpublished
Materials Pertaining to Hispanic Culture in the New Mexico WPA
Writers' Files (Santa Fe: N.M. Department of Education, 1972).
C6rdova, who has lived and listened in Abiquiu most of his life, in
"A Hispano Tale from Abiquiu, New Mexico," Aztlan 1 (Fall
1970): 103-10, shares one of Steven Suazo's delightful parables
about an honest stepdaughter and a spiteful daughter who in their
respective encounters with the Blessed Virgin come away with
signs on their foreheads, the first with a star and the second a
horn.
Two other Abiquiu Suazos, S6stenes and Valentin, were among
the ninety-eight storytellers Juan B. Rael relied on for his Cuentos
Espanoles de Colorado y Nuevo Mexico (Spanish Folk Tales from
Colorado and New Mexico), rev. ed., 2 vols. (Santa Fe: MNM
Press, 1977). J. Manuel Espinosa, "Spanish Folklore in the Southwest: The Pioneer Studies of Aurelio M. Espinosa," The Americas
35 (1978): 219-37, concludes this tribute to his father with a
listing of the elder Espinosa's 'writings. Taken with Weigle's bibliographies, which show further bibliographies, with The New Mex-
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ico Folklore Record, published irregularly since 1946-47, and
with the works of Arthur L. Campa and John D. Robb, the above
references are enough to divert any serious academic historian.
No aspect of Hispano folk life in New Mexico has been more
gawked at and more distorted than the Brotherhood of Our Father
Jesus, commonly known as the Penitentes. Responding first to virtual abandonment by the Roman Catholic Church and second to
the culture shock of Protestant occupation, village laymen in Abiquiu and elsewhere pooled their resources and their
resourcefulness to provide community social services and religious
expression.
Marta Weigle, in Brothers of Light, Brothers of Blood: The
Penitentes of the Southwest (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1976),
goes a long way toward correcting the distortion. At the same time
she offers A Penitente Bibliography (Albuquerque: UNM Press,
1976) meant, in her words, to "serve as the obituary for the seemingly endless stream of irresponsible, secondary, sensational
palaver about the Brotherhood and a substantial refutation to
anyone who publishes yet another 'expose' of the 'hitherto
unknown' and 'secret' cult about which 'so little has been written'." Herein she pays her respects to Dorothy Woodward whose
The Penitentes of New Mexico (Ph.D. diss., Yale University, 1935;
reprint, New York: Arno Press, 1974) remains the "standard
scholarly source," and whose papers are found in the SRC, Santa
Fe.
Weighing the evidence prudently, Weigle concludes that the
Penitente phenomenon was a regional lay adaptation of New Mexico's long Franciscan tradition. Fray Angelico Chavez, "The
Penitentes of New Mexico," NMHR 29 (1954): 97-123, and review
of Weigle, NM 54 (June 1976): 21, heartily disagrees. He sees the
Penitentes not as an outgrowth of the Franciscan Third Order but
as a relatively late transplant from Mexico.
An eyewitness account of Holy Week in Abiquiu, Alice Corbin
Henderson's Brothers of Light: The Penitentes of the Southwest
(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1937; reprinted ed., Santa
Fe: William Gannon, 1977) is at once evocative and sympathetic.
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There are two moradas, or Penitentemeeting houses, in Abiquiu:
east, properly La Morada del Alto, and south, La Morada del
Moque. Richard E. Ahlborn made them and their furnishings the
subjects of his The Penitente Moradas of Abiquiu, Contributions
from the Museum of History and Technology, Paper 63
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1968). Many of
the religious images and artifacts so carefully photographed here
were subsequently stolen, but then recovered, which is another
story worth telling; Today La Morada del Alto is on the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties and La Morada del
Moque is well-nigh fortified.
Worthy of note in a paragraph by itself is E. Boyd's massive and
richly illustrated Popular Arts of Spanish New Mexico (Santa Fe:
MNM Press, 1974), the altarscreen-to-zaguan of the subject.
Georgia O'Keeffe, whose powerful canvases each command
more money than most artists make in a lifetime, is a modern intrusion any community would welcome. Although she has of
choice remained aloof, some of her paintings betray her attachment to the local scene. Georgia O'Keeffe by Georgia O'Keeffe
(New York: Viking Press, 1976) is a stunning tour of her work
with the artist as guide. An excerpt, "O'Keeffe," appeared in NM
54 (Dec. 1976): 29-44, and a long review by Stanford Schwartz in
The New Yorker (Aug. 28, 1978).
Ghost Ranch and Abiquiu Dam, nearby attractions that bring a
lot of people to buy gas and to poke around the village, are probably looked upon by a majority of Abiquiu natives with mixed
emotions. Naturalist and philanthropist Arthur Newton Pack, developer of the former, writes informally about the place and some
of the people who have come under its spell in We Called It Ghost
Ranch (Abiquiu: Ghost Ranch Conference Center, 1965). Out of
the New Mexico Geological Society's twenty-fifth field conference
there, October 10-12,1974, came Ghost Ranch: Central-Northern
New Mexico, Silver Anniversary Guidebook, ed. Charles T.
Siemers (Socorro: N.M. Geological Society, 1974).
The twenty-one-million-dollar, 325-feet tall, 1,540-feet long,
earthfill, flood-control and sediment-retention Abiquiu Dam,
raised up between 1956 and 1963, is described briefly in the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Southwestern Division's serial publica-
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tion Water Resources Development by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in New Mexico (e.g., Dallas, 1963). The Corps took
plenty of ribbing from the Santa Fe New Mexican in 1962-63
when the big tub did not fill up as rapidly as predicted. Plans are
now afoot to make it bigger.
VII. Graphics, historical archaeology, and oral history
Like love, graphic material is pretty much where you find it.
Many of the published works named above contain appropriate
illustrations and most of the archives reproducible documents.
Andrew K. Gregg, New Mexico in the Nineteenth Century, A Pictorial History (Albuquerque: UNM Press, 1968), features
pictures-not photographs-from "nearly three hundred books,
newspapers, or magazine articles," including one of Agent Amy
and his Utes and Jicarillas. There are a number of ideas for illustrating the Spanish colonial period-signatures and portraits of
notables, map illuminations, pottery designs, all manner of artifacts, early woodcuts and title pages, the seal of the Mexican
Inquisition-in Kessell's Kiva, Cross, and Crown.
For historic photographs the first place to look is the Photo Archives, MNM, where the vast array includes copy prints from
collections all over the country. The SRC and SC-UNM are good
second bets. Cordova in Abiquiu and Don Cacahuate thanks
"Joseph and Robert Grant for their willingness to share their extensive Abiquiu photo collection." There may be other such.
Photos can be fun; two natives of the area, within months of each
other, published the same shot of the chapel of Santa Rosa reversed and with different dates-Salazar, "Santa Rosa," and Cordova, "A Rose in the Desert," NM 54 (July 1976): 34-35.
As for maps, the MNM, purchaser of a 1760 Bernardo de Miera
y Pacheco "original," is in the process of acquiring copies of all
known maps of colonial New Mexico. The Frank McNitt Collection, SRC, contains an impressive run of n.ineteenth-century maps,
many from the NA, many of the Navajo country and adjacent
points, among them William H. Bell's "Map of a reconnaissance
for a wagon road from Abique to the mouth of the Arroyo Tunicha," 1859.
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When the old church of Santo Tomas, which photographs show
first with a flat roof and then with pitched tin roof, came down in
1937 to make room for a new one, nobody thought to indulge in
salvage archaeology or an environmental impact study. There is
one thing, however. John Gaw Meem's architectural drawings
(1935) of the new "Pueblo revival" church survive, in the Meem
Collection, Zimmerman Library, UNM.
Although not much that resembles archaeology has ever been
done in Abiquiu proper, Frank C. Hibben once dug a stratigraphic
trench at Santa Rosa de Lima. Others "potted" that exposed and
easily accessible site, and 10, the State Highway Department
paved New Mexico 84 right across the south end of it. Herbert W.
Dick of Adams State College in Alamosa, Colorado, made a surface survey and a partial field sketch, and with Wesley R. Hurt
contributed "Spanish-American Pottery from New Mexico," EP
53 (1946): 280-88, 307-12.
Today Santa Rosa de Lima is on the National Register of Historic Places. A model, locally run archaeological project, under
the field supervision of Charles M. Carrillo, has captured the community's imagination. Melissa Noland, "Abiquiu's Roots: Villagers Unearth Their Past," EP 83 (Winter 1977): 31-34, and
Betsy Petrick, "Abiquiu Rebuilds Its Heritage," Sun trails USA 1
(Mar. 1978): 18-19,47, tell of the excitement.
The time seems right, while there are still people around who
remember what happened to the vigas from the old Santo Tomas
church, to revive the oral history program initiated by Gilberto
Benito Cordova in 1967. Perhaps, too, an invitation should be extended to those persons who have documents hidden away in
trunks and cigar boxes to bring them out for copying. What better
gift to the next generation than a library of tapes and family
papers.
There is no lack of sources for the history of Abiquiu. F.
Stanley's analogy, with which this essay began, is surely a good
one. Yet he who would write the story, beware. Just picking at the
tassIe will never do.
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Abbreviations
AASF
AGI
AGN
BAE
BL
BNM
CM
EP
GPO
GSA
HED
MANM
MNM
NA
NM
NMHR
NMO
OU
RG
SANM
SC-UNM
SRC
UA
UHQ
UNM
WHQ

Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque
Archivo General de Indias, Seville
Archivo General de la Nacion, Mexico City
Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution
The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley
Biblioteca Nacional, Mexico City
The Colorado Magazine
El Palacio
Government Printing Office
General Services Administration
House Executive Document
Mexican Archives of New Mexico, SRC
Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe
The National Archives of the United States, Washington, D.C.
New Mexico Magazine
New Mexico Historical Review
New Mexico Originals, BL
University of Oklahoma
Record Group,NA
Spanish Archives of New Mexico, SRC
Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, UNM
State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe
University of Arizona, Tucson
Utah Historical Quarterly
University of New Mexico
The Western Historical Quarterly
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News Notes
To coincide with the 100th anniversary of the railroad's arrival in Albuquerque, the Albuquerque Museum will hold two Saturday symposiums dealing with
the history of New Town Albuquerque on April 26 and May 3, 1980, from
2:00-4:00 p.m. Interested persons are invited to submit papers on any aspect of
New Town history between 1880 and 1912. Entries, based on originality,
research, and contribution to understanding local history, will be selected for
reading at the two symposiums. Readers will receive a $50 honorarium and
other entrants, a certificate of participation. A special program entitled An Overview of Albuquerque's Railroad Era will open the museum series on Tuesday,
April 22, 1980, at 7:00 p.m.
On March 15, 1980, the Albuquerque Museum will initiate an Architectural
and Historical Tour Program in Old Town. Docents will be on hand for five
guided walking tours a week. A free flyer about the area will be available for
visitors' information and a self-guided tour. An eighty-page booklet (for a small
charge) will provide a more in-depth historical overview of Old Town, an introduction to its varied architecture, and a survey of significant structures in the
area. For information contact Byron Johnson, Curator of History, Albuquerque
Museum, Box 1293, Albuquerque, NM 87104, or phone (505) 277-5839.
The Center for Land Grant Studies and the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW
are sponsoring a conference to be held in Albuquerque on April 23-26, 1980, at
the Hilton Inn. The conference, entitled The New Mexico Land Grant Problem:
Its History and Possible Solutions, will be held in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Western Social Science Association. For information contact
Nancy Brown, care of the REVIEW, or Malcolm Ebright, conference director, at
the Center for Land Grant Studies, Box 342, Guadalupita, NM 87722.
The NEW MEXICO INDEPENDENT is soliciting poetry, fiction, criticism, and
literary news items. For prose, 2,000-word limit but could be longer if of unusual
merit. For poetry, 30-line limit, and each poem must be preceded by an informal
prose prologue such as the poet might say at a public reading, not necessarily an
explication; 60-word limit. Payment is annual subscription, value $12. Send to
The Writer's Page, Box 429, Albuquerque, NM 87103 with SASE.
PHI ALPHA THETA. international history honorary, has named UNM's Sigma
Chapter as Best Chapter of the Year. Judging criteria included scholastic
achievement of chapter members, contributions to the study of history, and participation of members in campus and community activities. As part of the
award, Sigma Chapter receives $250.00 in books. They will be donated to the
History Department to become part of the Department's permanent library.
Other activities include an Oral History project, a Speakers' Bureau, and a biannual book sale. Phi Alpha Theta meets in the History Department Lounge at
3:30 on the last Friday of every month. Former and new members welcome. If
interested contact President Carol Wilson, 2076 Mesa Vista Hall, UNM, or call
277-2642.

TERMINATION AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF
GLENN L. EMMONS AS COMMISSIONER
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 1953-1961
DEBRA R. BOENDER

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS GLENN L. EMMONS took the
oath of office on August 10, 1953, in a ceremony held in the office
of Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay. 1 Emmons was appointed to this post because President Eisenhower wished to
follow the desires of Indians in selecting a new Commissioner. 2
Alva Simpson, Jr., the other major candidate along withEmmons,
was a prominent New Mexican, but he failed to gather enough Indian backing to suit Eisenhower. 3 Although there was some bitter
opposition to Emmons's appointment in the Senate, he was confirmed after a second set of hearings held in July 1953. 4 At that
time Emmons was reluctant to leave his bank in Gallup but felt it
was his duty to respond to the summons of the President, stating,
"I . . . thought if a man was chosen for a job like this, it was a
challenge and his duty, as a good American, to answer the call."
Comparing the call of the President to military service or court
duty he said: "It was just as much of a mandate in the same sense
of the word."5
Years of association with individual New Mexico and Arizona
Indians caused Emmons to enter office with a plan of action in
mind. He was familiar with many of the problems which they
faced, and he was aware that the needs of these Indians varied
from other tribes across the nation. Emmons was able to see three
major problems which most tribes faced in varying degrees and
proportions: poor health conditions, poor education, and poor
economic development. It was his goal to attempt their solution
while in office. 6 During an era when Congress favored termination
of Indian tribes, Emmons's programs seemed to coincide with
0028-6206/79/ I 000-0287$01.80/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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popular Congressional policy by preparing Indians for release
from the federal trusteeship status. Actually his programs served
to involve further the federal government in Indian affairs.
Emmons recognized that for most tribes a terminated status was
far in the future, and immediate goals were of necessity more
realistic than those that Congress set. To Emmons the word "termination" was anathema, so he called his proposed program "readjustment with security," thereby avoiding the bad connotations
arising from "termination."7 He did believe that at some future
date Indians ought to become self-supporting.
Before initiating his three-point program, Emmons recognized
that Department of Interior priorities had to be met. He conducted
an intensive survey of the Bureau of Indians Affairs (BIA) in October 1953, which gave special attention to the organizational
structure of the Bureau, operating policies and procedures, including fiscal matters, delegations and redelegations of authority,
and legislative authority for BIA programs. Assistant Secretary of
Interior Orme Lewis requested Emmons to "give special attention
to the status and development of programs for the Indians to take
over responsibility for their own affairs, and the relation of the Indians to state and local governments."8 During 1953 the Interior
Department pushed for termination in an infamous memorandum, which Emmons strongly opposed and then largely ignored.
Commissioner Emmons was directed to enact programs designed to bring tribal groups to a level whereby they would be able
to support themselves with minimal federal assistance. Contrary
to stated BlA policy, Emmons neither favored nor forwarded that
policy. Having always maintained a dislike of the termination
policy, Emmons carefully avoided facing the issue directly while
Commissioner. He seldom testified before Congressional committees on the issue of termination; instead he sent his assistant, Rex
Lee; to present the BIA point of view, which seems to have diverged measurably from Emmons's personal feelings. There is a
noticeable absence of definite statements by Emmons about termination, and the few that do exist refer to termination at some
distant time after Indians became prepared educationally and economically.
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When Menominee termination plans reached fruition in 1954,
Emmons did nothing to block the bill. Blocking action of any sort
would most probably have failed to be effective with Congress,
since Senator Arthur V. Watkins of Utah, and others, had already
decided to implement a termination policy. That policy originated
under Harry Truman's and former Commissioner Dillon S. Myer's
administration before Emmons became Commissioner. Emmons
might have been successful, however, in approaching Eisenhower
and asking for a presidential veto. Perhaps because of political
considerations he did not take any overt action. After the Menominee Termination Act was passed in 1954, the BIA maintained a
"hands off policy" when plans were being drafted for the implementation of the act. For that reason the tribe sought aid from
the state of Wisconsin. 9 Conspicuous uninvolvement on behalf of
the BIA certainly indicated reluctance on Emmons's part to implement actively an immediate termination policy.
Emmons did not institute programs which would lead to rapid
termination. What was known as the "Emmons Plan" was a threepoint program designed to improve the health, education, and
economy of federally recognized tribes and groups of Indians. Indian health problems were of major importance to Emmons. On
August 5, 1954, Eisenhower approved the transfer of BIA health
programs to the United States Public Health Service. This action
meant that fifty-five hospitals and other facilities, in addition to
about one-fourth of BIA health program personnel, were involved
in this transfer. 1o This action, completed in July 1955, caused an
increase in the level and effectiveness of health services provided
to Indians. BIA health programs were notoriously inadequate, and
although under the Public Health Service they were still lacking in
some respects, overall improvements in health care were very encouraging. Many tribes feared this move was the beginning of
"piecemeal termination" but soon realized that their fears were
groundless when services improved.
Under the BIA the Indian health program was subject to nonprofessional administration and suffered from staffing problems.
Indian populations were too small to generate economically sound
use of BIA facilities; whereas under the Public Health Service,
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facilities would attract other groups of persons and be put to better use. More personnel, facilities, and funds were at the disposal
of the Public Health Service, and as a result better service was
available to Indians. Despite warnings of administrative upheavals, Indian health services were transferred to the U.S. Public
Health Service with the general feeling that benefits would exceed
problems. I I
Through this transfer, though reservation health care began to
approximate more nearly that which non-Indians received in the
United States, it still lagged some twenty years behind health care
of the overall population. In 1956 the National Congress of
American Indians gave their approval to the Indian Health Program of the Public Health Service. 12 Step one of Emmons's plan
was accomplished, or at least set in motion by 1955. Education
and economic improvements were not accomplished as readily;
they required more intensive study and organization.
Emmons accomplished much of this study himself by making
his office open to Indian requests and recommendations and by
traveling extensively among tribes throughout the nation. In
September 1953 at Eisenhower's request, he toured major tribal
groupS.13 Throughout his administration he consulted frequently
with tribes all over the country. In addition to his tour of tribes in
1953, Emmons met with Indian leaders again in 1956 and 1958
to study their problems and to hear their ideas for improved Indian services. 14 Subsequent discussions with tribes confirmed Emmons's hypothesis that tribal needs were large because demands
for better education and economy were numerous.
Educational problems ran rampant among almost all tribes,
especially those on large or remote reservations. Emmons was
familiar with the problems on the huge Navajo reservations where
population was scattered and ~here there were not enough
schools. Many Navajo children were not in school, and those that
were attending schools did so at a great distance from home, thus
alienating them from their tribal customs and identity. Emmons
used a supplemental appropriation to place thousands of Navajo
children in school. Day schools were converted to boarding
schools, makeshift schools were constructed from quonset huts,
trailer schools were put into use, and public school systems were
requested to admit Indian children. IS

TABLE 1: Distribution of Indian Children Attending School by Type of School and Percent (Excluding Alaskan Natives)

Year

1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961

Total Children
Between 6-18 yrs.

Total
No. in
School

128,133
127,213
128,053
132,171
139,036
141,572
141,581
144,069
145,998
125,450

99,441
100,883
104,470
115,631
122,855
125,555
129,760
131,927
133,316
112,746

%

78
79
82
87
88
89
92
92
91
90

No. in
Cov't Sch.

36,414
36,194
35,586
39,862
39,676
38,295
39,677
38,911
37,377
38,876

%

No. in
Public Sch.

37
36
34
35
32
30
30
30
28
34

52,960
54,417
58,855
65,089
71,956
76,250
78,822
81,098
84,650
64,987

%

No. in
Othcr Sch.

%

No. not % of
Enrolled Total

53
54
56
56
59
61
61
61
64
58

10,067
10,272
10,029
10,680
11,223
11,010
11,261
11,918
11,289
8,883

10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
8
8

28,692
26,330
23,583
16,540
16,181
16,017
11,821
12,142
12,682
12,704

22
21
18
13
12
II
8
8
9
10

No. of
Those with
No Info.

(6,649)
(4,256)
(6,408)
(5,870)
(7,552)
(3,030)
(3,179)
(3,80 I)
(3,013)

Figures compiled from: U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Branch of Education, Statistics Concerning Indian Education
(Lawrence, KS: Haskell Institute, Fiscal Years 1952-1961) 110 separate publications).
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TABLE 2: Navajo Children Between 6-18 Years Attending School:
Fiscal Years 1952-1961.
Year

Total
Children

Total
in School

1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961

26,336
27,106
27,362
27,752
29,519
29,585
30,376
31,151
31,743
34,604

13,135
14,106
15,50 I
22,741
24,163
25,475
26,903
26,859
27,407
28,824

%

in School
50
52
57
82
82
86
89
86
86
83

Total Not
in School
13,201
13,000
11,861
5,011
5,356
4,110
3,473
4,292
4,336
5,780

%

Not in School
50
48
43
18
18
14
II
14
14
17

In 1953 more than 26,000 Indian children of school age were
not attending school. Approximately 13,000 of these were Navajos. Forty-eight percent of the 27,106 Navajo children were not
attending any school. I6 Through programs of an experimental
nature, Emmons attempted to solve this problem as rapidly as
possible. Debate raged in Congress when he asked for an additional $3 million appropriation after the regular budgeting had
allowed $11 million for Indian education. Congressman John J.
Rhodes of Arizona championed this request for greater funding,
citing the unique problems Navajos faced in their large reservation. Many Navajo families were nomadic, and this characteristic
influenced school attendance. When Navajo children resided near
a school, they attended classes. When their parents lived apart
from schools, the children were frequently absent. Rhodes noted
that Emmons had already begun to solve the problem by instituting a system of trailer schools which were sufficiently portable to shift location when the Indian population did. These
trailers would immediately provide schools for three to four thousand Indian children. Secondly, Rhodes noted, the program which
Emmons called for would place Navajo children in schools
located along reservation borders. Since many of these towns and
cities tended to be small, they needed federal support to provide
additional space for Indian students. 17
Despite provisions of the Johnson-O'Malley Act (1934), which

TABLE 3: Types of BIA Schools: Fiscal Years 1952-1961. (Excluding Alaska).

Year

Boarding Schools
NonReservation Reservation

Regular

1952

Boarding
and Day
14

Non-Res.
18/140

17

Trailer

0

Day Schools
Instructional
Hogan
Aid
Navajo
Community
41

Hospital

Total

0

0

230

13

0

Navajo
Community
1953

21

1954

89
including
four dorms

34

213

5

36/2

226 including four sanatoriums

1955

16

23 Nav/46

198

37

16

14

324
315

4 (san.)

II Dorm.
365

1956

15

68

184

29

8

13

4

321

1957

15

64

182

28

3

12

4

308

1958

15

65

177

23

I

10

3

294

1959

15

64

179

18

I

5

3

285

1960

15

62

176

15

0

4

5

277

1961

15

62

170

14

0

4

5

270

Figures for Table 2 and Table 3 compiled from: U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Branch of Education, Statistics Concerning Indian Education (Lawrence, KS: Haskell Institute, Fiscal Years 1952-1961) [10 separate publicalions].
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provided federal reimbursement to states for non-taxable Indian
lands so that Indian children might attend school, Congress was
reluctant to appropriate the requested $3 million. Numerous representatives provided excuses that Congress had never before
appropriated money to build school facilities outside of Indian territory, that other tribes might demand the same type of aid, that
this program was a break from traditional Indian service budgeting procedures, and that there was no guarantee the program
would work. These roadblocks eventually gave way to allow Emmons's plan for improved Indian education to go into effect. IS
Public school systems soon began to admit Navajo and other Indian children after Emmons assured school systems complete federal funding for additional expenses. lg Within just a few years,
almost all of the 13,000 Navajo children were in school. A system
of bordertown dormitories dotted areas around the Navajo reservation. Emergency quarters were set up, sometimes making dual
use of gyms and dining areas and other available spaces so that
they might be used as sleeping areas until regular dormitories
were constructed. 20 Children living in these dormitories were
relatively close to home, to which they returned on weekends. By
use of this system, Indian students became accustomed to Anglo
society and yet retained their native culture. Emmons realized the
need of Navajos to learn how to live among Anglos without losing
tribal identity. Many Navajos, raised on the reservations and attending all-Indian schools, were unable to face the prospect of
dealing daily with non-Indian schools; Emmons hoped to solve
this problem and to confront the lack of adequate educational
facilities. 21
A distinction wa.s made in this plan between older and younger
children. Those below third grade level attended mobile trailer
schools, while older students lived in the bordertown dorms. 22 Emmons felt that this was a sensible decision because young children
should not be separated from their families. 23
A great deal of national publicity was given this program on the
Navajo reservation. In some counties Indian children attended
public day schools and returned home at night. Results of this program provided greater education opportunities for Indian children, as the speed with which it went into effect placed numerous
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children into schools who might never have attended under the
older system. In 1959 a leading national magazine termed Emmons's plan "the most ambitious program of schooling ever
launched for American Indians."24
By 1955, eighty-seven percent of all Indian children were in
some type of school, and of this total thirty-five percent were in
federal schools. An approximate ten percent increase in enrollment over the previous year was a clear indication of the intensity
of Emmons's determination. 25
Recent newspaper accounts have lauded the success of the
bordertown dormitory system, which Emmons began in 1954.
Twenty-year dormitory contracts issued in the first year expired in
1974 but were renewed on a shorter term basis to keep Indian
children in public schools. Not only have these dorms been successful in enriching Indian lives, but school directors contend that
the presence of Indian children also enriches the environment of
the non-Indian children. 26
Although the numbers of students in school at anyone time cannot determine the quality of education, these figures do indicate
improved opportunities for many Indian children. At the end of
the fiscal year 1952, only seventy-eight percent of all Indian
children were in school. During the administration of Emmons,
this figure rose considerably, reaching a high point of ninety-two
percent in 1958-1959 and leveling off to about ninety percent by
the end of 1961. During this same period a general reshuffling of
Indian student population occurred among schools of all types. An
increased use of public schools became evident, while use of
federal government schools declined. Indians made less use of
other schools, including all types of private and parochial schools.
At the same time, additional boarding and day schools were built
and used on reservations. In 1952no trailer schools were in operation, nor were any hospital schools in use. By 1955 thirty-seven
trailer schools were operating, and four hospital schools located in
sanatoriums served a number of reservations. All of these improvements in the Indian educational system meant that by the
time Emmons left office in 1961 a higher percentage of Indian
children were attending school than ever before.
Not only were the young being salvaged, but also older tribal
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members in an adult education curriculum that stressed English
courses in the improved education programs. This program was
launched among Florida Seminoles, Arizona Papagos, South
Dakota Sioux, North Dakota Chippewas, and Idaho Shoshones.
Emmons was quoted as saying, "Thousands of Indians are
separated from the modern world by a language barrier. No
wonder they have such a difficulty earning a living. "27
Emmons encountered the problems of adult illiteracy during his
tour of tribes in the autumn of 1953. When he asked an audience
of Florida Seminoles deep in the Everglades to raise their hands if
they would like to learn to read and write English, almost every
hand was raised. Emmons promised to include the Seminoles as
part of the new adult educational program he was devising. 28
Response to the program was overwhelming, and it became successful among those tribes where many could not communicate
well in English. Leading experts in the field of Indian education
suggested that the adult education program concentrate on five
areas: personal progress and self-reliance; family life and home
improvement; permanent gainful employment; social adjustment
and mobility; broadened horizons through the perception and
solution of problems of personal and public concern. 29
Emmons also instituted an adult Education and Vocational Program designed to meet the needs of those Indians who wished to
move off the reservations. Relocation of Indians to urban communities played a major role in his plans to create self-supporting
tribes, and adult vocational training was an important segment of
this program.
Vocational job training was offered to all Indians. Skilled work
training was an essential element of the Emmons plan. This training provided opportunity for off-reservation living and also expanded the reservation job market by creating attractive localities
for businesses and industries. Women as well as men were educated under this program. Often untrained women were fearful of
leaving the reservation and facing a world about which they knew
little. Thus families were kept united during the training period,
and risk of breaking up homes was greatly reduced. To Emmons
this was a real and relevant concern. 30
Although relocation was not a success, the concept fit Em-
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mons's goal of eventually releasing Indian tribes. Later changes in
the program improved it somewhat. Relocation was definitely not
intended in Emmons's view to be "piecemeal termination" any
more than the shift of BIA health programs was. Emmons was
trying only to improve personal and tribal living conditions for Indians, to afford them an opportunity to take part in the mainstream society. Even the National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) approved voluntary relocation during their convention of
1955. 31 Clearly, Emmons did not favor forced relocation and was
a strong supporter of making the program completely voluntary.
He did not initiate relocation programs; these policies began under
the previous administration in 1948 and continued on into the
new administration that took office in 1961. Relocation is still
very much a part of current Indian policy, but it is disguised under
various program names. As recently as 1972 relocation was a part
of the Employment Assistance Program, which supposedly opened
new avenues in the redirection of resources to improve reservation
economies. 32 This "new" goal remains nothing more than a rediscovery of the third part of the Emmons Plan-economic development. Job skills of the adult educational and vocational training
programs were an essential and primary part of this goal. Emmons was trying to provide Indians with a choice other than a
meagre existence on the reservation.
If Emmons did not favor forced relocation, he did support reclamation of Indian land wherever possible, promotion of tribal industries, and production of food and livestock for sale by agrarian
Indians. 33 Agrarian pursuits were considered part of economic
development and no less an industry than mining or manufacturing. Thus, land reclamation and other economic improvements
were major ingredients of the Emmons Plan.
In 1955 the BIA began studying possibilities of industrial development that would increase employment among Indians who did
not wish to participate in relocation programs. Originally, considerations were directed toward an "Indians only" program, but
increased study indicated that area-wide development benefitting
Indians and non-Indians was necessary. In October 1957 the
Branch of Industrial Development was established 34 and sought to
achieve two major objectives: to get Indian and non-Indian groups

General Eisenhower and Glenn Emmons on the balcony at the airport in Gallup, on August 10, 1952. Courtesy of Glenn L. Emmons.
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working together to create an environment as attractive as possible for future industrial development; and to help compile the
necessary brochures and fact sheets industrial companies needed
to decide where to locate a plant. 35 This program seemed to cater
to Indians of the Southwest-Navajos, Pueblos, and Apaches.
Three hundred thousand dollars was appropriated by the Navajo
Tribal Council for use in obtaining plants and vocational training.
Similar projects were also underway among the Dakota Sioux. 36
Across the nation tribes used tribal lands or purchased land upon
which to build plants and businesses. On the Navajo reservation
oil, uranium, and coal deposits were discovered and developed. In
1953 there were oil leases on only 218,660 acres of Navajo land,
and after additional leasing by 1959 there were 1,594,609 acres
leased, bringing fifty million dollars into"the tribal treasury with
two million more each year from rents and royalties. 37 During
1950 an additional $800,000 from uranium and coal mining was
added to the tribal treasury. 38 In a parallel action in the wise use of
natural resources, Emmons stressed the best possible use of water
resources so that agrarian Indians could remain on their homelands to produce food and livestock for consumption and sale.
During Emmons's administration a number of industries were
encouraged to locate on or near the reservations, and tribes were
urged to begin their own enterprises. Small industries were first attracted, but many of these tribal businesses either collapsed or
changed hands or names. In the long run the Emmons Plan was
quite successful, for during the 1960s numerous new industries a ppeared. Before 1962 the program was not large and fought continuously for acceptance. 39
Economic development was also dependent upon access roads
to the reservations. Aware that in many areas these roads were
either non-existent or in such poor condition as to be unusable,
Emmons directed part of his economic development program
toward solving this problem. He linked agricultural development
and road building as priorities of the BIA. 40 This road building
project was apparently a great success, for on the day Emmons
left office in 1961, he received a memorandum from Chief of the
BIA Roads Division stating: "More roads and bridges were built
under your term as Commissioner than under all other Commissioners combined."41
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Thus by 1961 Emmons's three-point program had been implemented. It bore close resemblance to, and was harmonious
with, the Navajo-Hopi Rehabilitation Program of 19 April 1950. 42
Emmons's three-point program had a broader base, although
many of his programs did cater to the Navajos and other tribes of
the Southwest.
Glenn L. Emmons remained in the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs for seven and one-half years. At his retirement in
January 1961, Emmons received a letter from President Dwight
D. Eisenhower which accepted his resignation from office, effective January 20, 1961. Eisenhower thanked him for having
"served faithfully and well" and also for doing his "honest best to
help the Indians achieve a better way of life. "43 Hard work
brought praise for Emmons from many other quarters, and, as
with every public official, criticism from some. He was presented
with a Distinguished Service Award from the Interior Department
in 1957-the only Commissioner to receive that award while in office. This award, the highest given by the Department of the Interior, was for "outstanding achievement in materially improving
the health protection, the educational facilities, and the economic
prospects for Indian people."44 During 1958, Emmons was again
honored, this time by a Resolution of the Navajo Tribal Council
"in support and appreciation of the services of Glenn L. Emmons,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to the American Indians. "45
Neither the Kennedy, Johnson nor Nixon administrations
changed the primary programs Emmons initiated; however, the
names and reputations of his policies were affected. Some of Emmons's programs were successful, some were not. Congress bears
the greater weight in determining what Indian policy will be
through passage of resolutions, laws, and budgets; the Commissioner of Indian Affairs does not. His job is administrative, and
under that classification Emmons did reasonably well. Emmons
did not always agree with or understand Congressional policy, but
he did his best to get Congress to finance the programs which he
felt were necessary to improve Indian life.
It seems possible that Emmons never fully understood Congressional policies of termination. BIA personnel hinted that perhaps
this was so and that his strong ties to his program proposals
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blinded Emmons to other ideas. If this was indeed the case, then
one might question the success of Emmons as Commissioner.
Some scholars have denied him any credit for improving federal
Indian policies. That seems to be an excessively harsh judgment of
a man who devoted so much energy trying to improve the health
care, schools, and economic livelihood of Indians. Despite the
probability that Emmons remained unaware of the seriousness
with which Congress was pursuing termination, he deserves credit
for the beneficial results of his administration.
Generally two results might occur when an official is unaware
of stated policy goals. Disaster is the more common result, but in
this case Emmons met with general success, the other possibility.
Emmons's three-point program brought about the death of termination as an official policy even if the demise was a gradual
one. That Emmons himself could not predict this eventual outcome is certain. He seemed ignorant of the realities of Congressional policy, or at least he feigned a convincing ignorance. May
we then criticize him for not keeping abreast of official policy?
Considering his successes over a relatively short span of time, Emmons cannot be shunted off into the group of so-called "bad Commissioners." This is one of the proverbial examples when the end
seems to justify the means.
Although no permanent solution to federal Indian policy
emerged from Emmons's administration, at least an effective end
to termination was brought about through increased federal involvement with Native Americans. In the final analysis one must
agree that Emmons, despite his ineffectiveness in dealing directly
with the termination issue, was a concerned and hardworking
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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THE DEATH OF AN OLD CONQUISTADOR:
NEW LIGHT ON JUAN DE ONATE
ERIC BEERMAN

MANY BRAVE CONQUISTADORES left Spain and died in Mexico.
This is the story of Juan de Onate, who left his native Mexico and
died in Spain. To paraphrase the famous statement, "the reports
of the death of Juan de Onate at the rich silver mines of Panuco
near Zacatecas have been greatly exaggerated." Although Onate
died near great silver mines, they were those at Guadalcanal in
Andalusia. Onate's career in Mexico and New Mexico during the
latter half of the sixteenth century and the first years of the following century is well documented, but almost nothing is known
about Onate after he left Mexico. It is now evident that death
came to the first adelantado of New Mexico at Guadalcanal in
1626. 1
Juan de Onate y Salazar was born about 1550 at Zacatecas. The
son of a famous and wealthy miner and conquistador, he soon
commenced his brilliant career which culminated in the conquest
of New Mexico and his subsequent service there as governor. After
more than a decade in New Mexico, Onate resigned in August of
1607, and the news of his resignation reached Mexico City the
following February. When he returned to the capital, he faced
charges of abuse of authority. Seven years later, after protracted
judicial proceedings, Onate was sentenced to perpetual banishment from New Mexico, a four-year banishment from a radius of
five leagues from Mexico City, fined the considerable sum of
6,000 pesos, and penalized with the loss of the title of adelantado
of New Mexico «por dos vidas." In 1617 Onate appealed and
asked that his long, faithful service in New Mexico, largely at his
own expense, be taken into consideration. 2 Two years later he was
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still at his residence at the mines of Panuco fighting for vindication. Shortly thereafter, Onate's wife of many years, Isabel de
Tolosa y Cortes Moctezuma, granddaughter of Cortes and greatgranddaughter of Aztec emperor Moctezuma, died at their home
in Zacatecas. She was buried there, survived by her husband and
her daughter, Maria de Onate y Cortes Moctezuma. 3
Shaken by the death of his wife, Onate departed Zacatecas in
1621 and traveled to Spain to appeal his case before the new
monarch crowned that year, Felipe IV. 4 He arrived in Madrid that
December for his first look at the city about which he had heard so
much. Not one to avoid conflict, Onate presented his case the
following year before the powerful Consejo de Indias and asked
that his punishment be entirely revoked. He additionally petitioned that the title of adelantado "por dos vidas" of New Mexico
be perpetuo, noting that it had been granted in 1602 to him and
his son Cristobal; but with the latter's death in 1612, Onate
wanted this title to be passed on to his descendants, commencing
with his grandson Juan Perez de Naharriondo y del Castillo.
Onate stated that these titles had been granted in perpetuity and
gave as precedents the title of Francisco Pacheco de Cordoba as
adelantado perpetuo of Nueva Galicia in Mexico and that of
Miguel Lopez de Legazpi of the Islas. de los Ladrones (Mariana
Islands).5 After reviewing the case, the Consejo de Indias recommended to the King that Onate be absolved of all blame and reimbursed 6,000 pesos. 6
The following year, 1623, Onate wrote to Felipe IV and asked
for vindication, noting his years of valuable service in New Mexico
and mentioning his age of more than seventy-three years. 7 A Royal
Order of August 11, 1623, that seven members of the Consejo de
Indias initialed on September 7, partially vindicated the conquistador of New Mexico. He received reimbursement of 6,000
pesos, but the perpetual banishment from New Mexico still stood;
however, given his advanced age, this punishment was more
psychological than physical. Onate retained the title of adelantado of New Mexico, but only "por dos vidas." Still, he was content to know that after his death, this title for which he had
sacrificed so much would pass on to his eldest grandson residing in
Mexico. 8
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Onate had a special love for his orphaned grandchildren some
five thousand miles away and apparently felt deeply the loss ten
years before of his only son, Cristobal de Naharriondo Perez
Onate y Cortez Moctezuma. In 1622 Onate asked the eminent
poet Francisco Murcia de la Llana to write a poem about the
tragic death of Onate's son. The following year in Madrid this
work was published under the title, Canciones / Lugubres y /
Tristes, La Muerte de / Don Christoval de Onate. . . . 9
Many people would have been content to take a well deserved
rest after many years of toil and struggle, but not Onate.
Approaching the end of a long life which spanned some threequarters of a century, he did not retire. Because of Onate's experience in the Panuco mines, two leagues from Zacatecas, Felipe IV
asked him in 1624 to assume the vital position of "visitador
general de minas y escoriales de Espana." Gold, silver, and mercury mines in Spain had fallen into a sorry state because for many
years the crown had come to depend on the rich mines of the Indies; Wanting to increase home production, the new monarch
asked Onate to make a visita (inspection) and prepare a status
report on the mines of Spain. Onate willingly accepted the request
of the King, and soon he was making inspection trips to various
mining regions. 10
Onate seemed to be back in good graces with his appointment
the following year as a caballero in the prestigious Military Order
of Santiago. A prospective candidate for the Order had to prove
character and lineage, which included the time-honored "limpieza de sangre" (purity of blood). Some sixty witnesses were interviewed in Granada, birthplace of Onate's mother; in Burgos,
birthplace of his maternal grandmother; and in Madrid, where
many of the witnesses had served with Onate and his father in
Zacatecas and New Mexico. This voluminous dossier gave a detailed historical and genealogical report on the Onate clan. The
candidate must have passed the examination with flying colors,
for he was initiated into the Order the same year the proceedings
commenced, an unusual case as generally several years were required. 11 His son-in-law Vicente de Zaldivar y Mendoza, who was
also his nephew and second cousin, entered the Order the following year while residing inZacatecas. 12
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Onate was not satisfied to sit at a desk. He had been active all
his life, much of the time in climate and terrain considerably more
hostile than those of Spain, so he saw no reason to slow down after
his arrival in Spain. Onate made various inspection trips to mines
in Spain, including those at Cartagena, Burgos, Granada, and
Guadalcanal.· One of the witnesses for Onate's entry into the
Order of Santiago noted in Granada on October 1, 1625, that
Onate had been there eight months ago,13 a fact confirmed by
most of the additional nineteen ~itnesses in that historic Andalusian city. His mother Catalina de Salazar y de la Cadena was a
wealthy native of Granada, and while there, Onate did a little personal business, checking on the Belicena hacienda a league from
the city, which his nephew Fernando de Onate looked after for the
family. He also heard mass at the convent of San Francisco and
viewed for the first time the Onate coat of arms on the wall of the
family chapel. 14
In 1625 Onate traveled throughout Spain to several mining
regions. He then prepared a report for the King, and as a result of
his findings new regulations were published in Madrid in September as Nvevas Leyes y Ordenanzas. . . .15 The first folio of the
publication listed the members of the Junta of the special mining
council that Felipe IV had established, and all were influential
figures of the day. Francisco Murcia de la Llana signed the publication stating that it was in agreement with the original manuscript and noted that three years before he had written a poem
about the death of Onate's son. The introduction by Andres de
Carrasquilla, secretary of Onate, gave considerable background
on the adelantado of New Mexico, stating that he was more than
seventy years of age when he left Mexico and one of the wealthiest
persons in the Indies, with a special love for his orphaned grandchildren, highly respected in Zacatecas and in good health for his
advanced age. Still, he gave up all this and went to Spain "sin
saber a que. "16
Felipe IV seemed impressed with Onate's contention that the
mines in Spain, which had existed since the time of the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, and Romans, should be developed to supplement the gold and silver of the Indies. After meeting with the
King, Onate planned another inspection to the mines of southern
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Spain with a scheduled stop at Cartagena on the Mediterranean.
Then he would go west to the Guadalcanal silver mines, where he
could make side trips to the nearby mines at Aracena and Cazalla
de la Sierra. Guadalcanal was the center of that region where
mines had been continually worked since Roman times. A mining
regulation of 1559 indicated that no mining could be conducted
within one league of the royal mine at Guadalcana1. 1 7
Although Onate was still in good health in Madrid before departing on this trip, his advanced age was sufficient to remind him
that he should leave his personal affairs in order, and he made out
a codicil to his will in August 1625. 18 This document noted that he
had considerable wealth in Cartagena, where he generally heard
mass at the Church of Nuestra Senora. Onate made provisions for
this church as well as for the San Isidro Convent and the San
Sebastian Church. 19 Apparently, he had a premonition that his
health was beginning to deteriorate, and he specified that if he
were to die in Cartagena, his advisors should continue the inspection trip and that the chief executor of his will, Padre Hernando
Chirino de Salazar, be informed. Additionally, his son-in-law,
Vicente de Zaldivar, residing at Zacatecas, should then come to
Spain and assume the visita of the mines. Onate left 20,000 pesos
for this operation which should be carried out with the help of
Carlos Pablo Mercador. Onate then departed Madrid for the last
time in August for the 250 mile trip southeast to Cartagena, accompanied by five advisors: Juan de Carranza y Alvear, Gonzalo
Rodriguez Moran y Talavera, Tomas de Calayandia, Juan
Camarena, and his secretary Carrasquilla. 20 At Cartagena, Onate
made out another codicil putting his affairs in order. After carrying out the visita to Cartagena, Onate and his group commenced
the journey to Guadalcanal, some 250 miles to the west. En route,
Onate fell gravely ill, but with his strong constitution, he was able
to reach Guadalcanal. As soon as he partially recovered, he made
out his last will and testament, incorporating all previous wills
and legal documents prepared in Spain and the Indies into this
final document, presenting it to the escribano (notary public) of
Guadalcanal, Juan Vazquez Tamayo, on October 4, 1625.
Onate's final will still listed Padre Chirino de Salazar as chief executor, with full administrative responsibilities to carry out the
terms and clauses. 21
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In addition to listing Padre Chirino de Salazar chief executor,
Onate's will written at Guadalcanal named as secondary executors Carranza y Alvear, official in the Holy Inquisition,
member of Onate's mining visita, who was present in
Guadalcanal; licenciado Crist6bal Freyle de Galvez, priest and
escribano of Guadalcanal and member of the Order of Santiago;
Juan Vicente Carrillo, priest of Guadalcanal and commissar of the
Holy Inquisition; and Moran y Talavera, former servant of Onate
and official with Onate's visita at Guadalcanal. On this date the
will was notarized by the escribano de numero, Juan Vazquez
Tamayo. Signing as witnesses were Padre Crist6bal de Borrilla,
Juan Gonzalez Carranza, Francisco de Bastida, Luis de Igarra
and Juan Gonzalez Toledano, all from Guadalcanal. 22 Onate's
health did not improve, and two weeks later he called Vazquez
Tamayo to his home and added a codicil to his testament replacing Juan Vicente Carrillo with Juan de Rivera of Guadalcanal.
The escribano noted that Onate was sick in bed and close to death,
although lucid of mind. 23
Between this amendment of October 18 and the following June
3, 1626, no direct word came from Onate. He must have been
very ill at his home in Guadalcanal, but considerable activity was
going on during this time, including his entry into the Order of
Santiago and the process for "limpieza de sangre" for the Inquisition which commenced in 1626. 24 These two proceedings were
also underway for his son-in-law and nephew Vicente de Zaldivar,
and they included much testimony regarding Onate at that time at
the mines of Guadalcanal. 25
On June 3, or just before, Onate died at his home in Guadalcanal. On that date, Padre Carrillo and Carranza y Alvear, members of the visita, entered the office of the alcaldes ordinarios,
Diego de Sotomayor and licenciado Antonio del Castillo LOpez,
and informed the local authorities of the death of the adelantado
of New Mexico. Onate died a muerte natural in bed. As executor
of Onate's last will and testament, Carranza y Alvear requested
that the legal document given eight months before at Guadalcanal
be opened and read, that Padre Chirino de Salazar in Madrid be
informed, and that the terms and clauses of the will be carried out
in accordance with the law of the realm. 26 To substantiate the date
of death, a witness in Madrid on June 15, 1628, indicated that
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Onate had died at Guadalcanal a little more than two years
before. 27 To verify Onate's year of birth, Fernando Martin Casuo,
a friar in the Order of Predicadores and born at Zacatecas, stated
that when Onate died in 1626, he was "76 anos de edad mas 0
menos."28
The Guadalcanal alcaldes agreed that all was in order, and the
will was opened June 3 by the other escribano of Guadalcanal,
Freyle de Galvez. Francisco de Rojas Bastida also testified that
Onate died a natural death at his home in Guadalcanal, and Pedro
de Andrada and Juan Garcia de Paredes substantiated this
testimony. Guadalcanal's village priest, Francisco de Padilla Olmedo, and Alonso Sa testified that they were with Onate at his
home when the will was notarized the previous October 4. The
reading of the will commenced, and one of the first clauses detailed Onate's considerable wealth at Cartagena and stated that
the silver belonging to him at Havana and being shipped to Spain
on the galeones with the flota of that year would be under the administrative control of Chirino de Salazar. A copy of the will was
sent to Madrid, and on August 16, 1626, Padre Luis de la Palma,
head of the Jesuits of the province of Toledo, took the will, which
bequeathed money to the Colegio Imperial, to the escribano of
Madrid, Francisco Caramano. One month later, on September 16
and 18, Chirino de Salazar notarized these provisions before
another escribano of Madrid, Juan de Bejar. On the thirtieth,
Chirino de Salazar received the license for approval of the will
from Padre Luis de la Palma, which was then given to escribano
Caramano. 29
A considerable part of Onate's fortune was left to the Colegio
Imperial. No doubt the Jesuits were interested that the legal proceedings move rapidly and that the funds specified in the Onate
testament be received as soon as possible by the Colegio. Because
these provisions are important for an understanding of Onate,
they deserve extended discussion.
A quinto (fifth) of Onate's total wealth, inside and outside
Spain, was given to the Colegio Imperial, and Onate specified that
Vicente de Zaldivar be advised of this provision so that Onate's
wealth in Mexico would be made available. Onate left 10,000
ducados for a chapel in the new church which was being constructed alongside the Colegio Imperial and stipulated that, when
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possible, his remains should be brought from Guadalcanal and interred in this chapel with the Onate coat of arms on the wall and
that this chapel would be the burial place for his heirs and descendants. To help insure his memory and that of his descendants,
Onate left two hundred ducados for a capellania, which permitted
three masses weekly at the discretion of the Jesuits of the Colegio
Imperial in the Onate chapel.
Four thousand ducados were donated to a Jesuit "Colegio de
Pasantes," a bequest to religious students in convents who finished
their studies and assisted a professor. One or two halls were to be
constructed at a site the director of the Colegio thought the best
location for lodging forty colegiales. Five Jesuit "colegiales
religiosos" were to be maintained. These men must be capable
persons so when their pasantes completed their training they
would be able to teach in and outside Spain. Ten pasantes were to
come from the province of Toledo, five from Castile, five from Andalusia and five from Aragon, and if a new province were added
the proportions would remain the same, with Toledo always having ten. Candidates would be chosen by the leading Jesuit in the
province after consultation with the director of the Colegio Imperial. Typical of Jesuit tradition, these students would receive
meals, clothing, books, and round-trip transportation. The duration of studies would be five years, and at the completion of this
training the students should be able publicly to debate philosophy
and theology.
Attendance at all college functions would be a requirement, and
each day all must attend a mass in memory of Onate and his
descendants, as well as one in memory of Vicente de Zaldivar, his
children, and descendants. If income from the mines was greater
than anticipated, Onate then specified that 4,000 ducados should
be given for a "Colegio de Estudiantes Seglares" for religious
students who did not live in the convent. A hall near the Colegio
Imperial would be purchased for thirty "colegiales seglares."
Twelve of these would be chosen by the director's examination,
would have completed studies in. humanities and theology, and
would bring references from a university or a Jesuit college in
Spain. The curriculum of the seglares would be similar to that of
pasantes. The remaining eighteen students would have good
voices and would be examined by the maestros of the Capilla Real,
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convent of Descalzas Reales and convent of Encarnacion, with
final approval given by the director of the Colegio Imperial. In addition to taking classes, these eighteen students would attend mass
on Sundays, holidays, and on those days when a sermon was given
in the church of the Colegio Imperial. They would also assist with
mass and with high mass on the day before a holiday. Altogether,
they would have ten years of college-three of grammar, three of
humanities, and four of theology.
Several other characteristics of the school for the seglares are of
note. For example, this college would give special veneration to
the Virgin Mary, and the main door would display the Onate coat
of arms. The dress for all colegiales would be a dark violet robe.
The descendants of Onate and Zaldivar, and the latter's children,
would be given preference in the examination for entry. After termination of classes each afternoon, the eighteen "colegiales
musicos" would say a "salve cantada" with a prayer for Onate
and a high mass on the days before a holiday and on holidays. A
high mass in memory of Onate would be said on the day after the
Immaculate Conception feast (December 9) and was to be attended by all the colegiales, as well as the Jesuits of the Colegio
Imperial. 30
When Padre Chirino de Salazar, the chief executor, had these
provisions of Onate's will notarized on September 18, 1626,
before the escribano Juan de Bejar and witnessed by Madrid
residents Fernando de Abarca and the brothers Angelo, Eduardo
and Cristobal de Santiago, he made additional notations regarding his administrative responsibilities. If Onate's quinto increased
more than projected, then the 4,000 ducados destined for each of
the "Colegio de Pasantes" and for the "Colegio de Seglares"
would be increased to 5,000 ducados. Chirino de Salazar also
reiterated that he would carry out the terms and clauses of the
will. 3l
Onate's will left a great fortune to his heirs, as well as the quinto
to the Colegio Imperial. His descendants also had right to interment in the church of the Colegio Imperial and priority for entry
into the colegios that his will established. Thus, it was important
to know the descendants of Juan de Onate and his wife Isabel de
Tolosa y Cortes Moctezuma. They had at least two children who

315

BEERMAN: JUAN DE ONATE

grew to maturity: Crist6bal de Naharriondo Perez Onate y Cortes
Moctezuma, who was born in Mexico about 1590, married to
Maria Gutierrez del Castillo, and who died at twenty-two years of
age;32 and Maria de Onate y Cortes Moctezuma, born at Zacatecas shortly before the turn of the sixteenth century and married
to her relative Vicente de Zaldivar who figured so prominently in
the Onate story.33 Onate's son and wife had a child, Juan Perez de
Naharriondo y del Castillo, who inherited his grandfather's title as
adelantado of New Mexico on Onate's death in 1626 and who was
married to Petrona Hinojosa. This couple had a son, Bartolome
Manuel Perez Toqueno, who married Maria de Medrano Pardo de
Lago y Altamirano. Their son, Antonio Perez Toqueno, was the
great-great-grandson of Juan de Onate, born in the middle of the
seventeenth century and married to Joaquina Fernandez Marquez
y Amarillas. 34

•

•

•

•

•

But Onate's significance goes far beyond the importance of his
family line. The traditional view of Onate has rightly emphasized
his notable role as founder of New Mexico, but we now know that
in Spain, because of the generous stipulations of his will, he established a significant educational institution. 35 In the Basque language, the name Onate means "at the foot of a mountain." Juan
de Onate was born at the foot of the La Bufa silver mountain of
Zacatecas; his father and forefathers were born at the foot of
Alona Peak at Onate, Spain. Appropriately, the first adelantado of
New Mexico died at the foot of the silver mine mountain of
Guadalcanal.

NOTES
1. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, in their monumental two-volume
work on Onate, Don Juan de Onate, Colonizer of New Mexico, 1595-1628 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1953), are among the few scholars to
state correctly that Onate left Mexico at an elderly age and went to Spain. They
did not know the date of his trip or the place of his death, but hoped one day that
the Archivo General de Indias in Sevilla would reveal the secret. However, this
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information on Onate's death at Cuadalcanal in 1626 was finally uncovered in
the provisions of his will found in the Archivo Hist6rico Nacional, Madrid
(AHN).
2. Juan de Onate to the King (Felipe IV), Madrid, September 7, 1623, Colecci6n de Pellicer, Ms. XXII, ff. 192-93, Real Academia de Historia, Madrid
(RAH); Francisco Murcia de la Llana, Canciones / Lugubres y / Tristes, La
Muerte de / Don Christoval de Onate- / Teniente de Gouernador, y Capitan Ge- /
neral de las conquistadas del nue- / uo Mexico. / compuestos por Francisco / Murcia de la Llana, professor de letras humanas. / Dirigida a Don Juan de / Onate,
Adelantado, y Conquistador / del nuevo Mexico (Madrid: Viuda de Fernando
Correo, 1622), p. 21. The prologue to a facsimile edition printed in Valencia in
1953 is by Agapito Rey and Jose Blecua; the John Carter Brown Library, Brown
University, holds an original copy of the work.
3. Testimony of Friar Baltasar de Tebes, Madrid, November 5, 1626, and of
Antonio Lope de Ortega, December 13, 1626, Inquisicion, legajo 1367, no. 5,
AHN (Limpieza de sangre de Zaldivar). This dossier is the "limpieza de sangre"
for Onate's daugther and her husband, prepared between 1625-1628 for the Inquisition and contains much historical and genealogical data on the Onate,
Zaldivar, Tolosa, Moctezuma, Salazar, Diaz de Mendoza, Cortes and de la
Cadena clans. It is entitled: "Informacion de la genealogia y limpieza de Dona
Maria de Onate Cortes Moctezuma mujer de Vicente de Zaldivar, maestre de
campo. Echa por mandado de los senores inquisiadores apostolicos de la ciudad
y reyno desto. Comisario Licenciado Alonso Carcia de Allande y notario Luis de
Briones, Madrid, 1627." For a study of these families, see Donald Chipman,
"The Onate-Moctezuma-Zaldivar Families of Northern New Spain," New Mexico Historical Review 52 (October, 1977): 297-310, and Jose Ignacio Davila
Caribi, La sociedad de Zacatecas en los albores del regimen colonial (Mexico,
1939).
4. Onate to the King, Madrid, September 7, 1623, Pellicer, Ms. XXII, f. 192,
RAH; Murcia de la Llana to Onate, Madrid, December 4, 1621, Jesuitas, leg.
553, fol. 32, AHN. The letter from Murcia de la Llana indicates that on that date
Onate was in Madrid, and on May 6, 1621, he was still in Zacatecas.
5. Onate to the King, Madrid, September 7, 1623, Pellicer, Ms. XXII, ff.
192-93, RAH; Rey and Blecua, prologue, Canciones / Lugubres, p. 21.
6. Rey and Blecua, prologue. The authors mistakenly assert that Onate's
destierro from Mexico City was perpetual, but this was the case only for New
Mexico. His banishment from Mexico City, commencing in 1614, was only for
four years.
7. Onate to the King, Madrid, September 7, 1623, Pellicer, Ms. XXII, ff.
192-93, RAH; Delmiro de la Valgoma, "Juan de Onate, hacia 1550--hacia
1625," in Los descubridores celebres (Barcelona: Editores Custavo Cili, 1965),
pp. 116-17.
8. Onate to the King, Madrid, September 7, 1623, Pellicer, Ms. XXII, ff.
192-93, RAH. Additional information is available in Juan de Onate (Madrid:
Ediciones Espana, n.d.).
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9. Licenciado Francisco Murcia de la Llana published many works in Spain
in the first part of the seventeenth century. See note two for the complete title of
the work by Murcia de la Llana.
10. Testimony of Hernando Chirino de Salazar, Madrid, September 30, 1626,
Jesuitas, leg. 766, no. 1, AHN. This testimony is part of a detailed dossier which
includes segments of the Onate will at Guadalcanal on October 4, 1625, which
pertain to funds left to the Colegio Imperial in Madrid. The dossier is entitled:
"Escritura que otorg6, el dn. Hernando Chirino de Salazar de la Compania de
Jesus, predicador de su majestad, consultor de el Santo Oficio, cerca de declarar
las disposiones pias, y fundaci6n de colegios que el senor Maestre Campo Don
Juan de Onate. . . ." (Escritura de Onate); Nvevas Leyes y Ordenanzas, Hechas
por Su Magestad del Rey don Filipe nuestro Senor, cerca de la forma que se hade
tener en estos Reynos, en el descubrimiento, labor, y beneficio de las minas de
oro, plata, acogue, y otros metales. Y con la parte que se ha de acudir a Su
Magestad, a la que han de auer los descubridores y beneficiadores del/as. Que
Con Orden y Mandato De La Real junta de Minas destos Reynos, y a espensas de
Don Juan de Onate, Adelantado del Nueuo Mexico, hizo imprimir Andres de
Carrasquil/a, Secretario del dicho Adelantado (Madrid, 1625), introduction
(Ordenanzas de Onate), found in Osuna, Leg. 2252, AHN and Caja 157-22,
Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid.
11. Ordenanzas de Onate. Onate's entry into the Military Order of Santiago is
in a large dossier (expediente) at AHN, Orden Militar de Santiago, expediente
5925 (Expediente de Santiago-Onate). These documents contain much historical
and genealogical information on Onate. They indicate that Onate returned to
Spain in 1621 after the death of his wife in Zacatecas, and they mention his work
as visitador general of the mines of Spain.
12. Zaldivar's membership in this same Order is recorded in his voluminous
dossier at AHN, Orden Militar de Santiago, esp. 9070 (Expediente de
Santiago-Zaldivar). This dossier contains the same type of extensive information
on Zaldivar and testimony regarding Onate's return to Spain. The approval for
Zaldivar's entrance into Santiago came near the time of Onate's death, an event
not mentioned in the Zaldivar dossier.
13. Ordenanzas de Onate; testimony of Rodrigo Tapia de Vargas, Granada,
October I, 1625, Expediente de Santiago-Onate.
14. Testimony of Rodrigo Tapia de Vargas, Expediente de Santiago-Onate;
testimony of Fernando de Onate (brother of Juan), Puebla (de los Angeles), Mexico, January IS, 1583, Expediente de Santiago-Onate. This information is included in "Memoria de los sucesores que ha habido en la hacienda de Don Fernando de Onate y sus hermanos." There are several coats of arms of the Onates,
and the one of Cristobal de Onate, at the Archivo National, Mexico, vinculo 261,
reproduced in Maria Lourdes Diaz-Trechuelo, Navegantes y conquistadores
vascos (Madrid, 1965), p. 165, and cited in Alberto and Arturo Garcia Carraffa,
Enciclopedia herdldica y geneal6gica hispanoamericana, 88 vols. (Madrid,
1919-1963), 61 :22, is a shield of five gold bands, alternating with five red bands,
with a silver quarter moon at the bottom in a transversed position.
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IS. Ordenanzas de Onate.
16. Ordenanzas de Onate; Murcia de la Llana, Canciones / Lugubres.
17. Ordenanzas de Onate. The island of World War II battle fame in the
Solomon Islands in the Pacific was named after this mining center in Andalusia.
The Solomons were first explored by Europeans during a Spanish expedition
commanded by Alvaro de Mendana, who departed the Peruvian port of Callao in
1567, while Onate was still a teenager in Mexico. Mendana's trusted maestre de
campo was Pedro Ortega Valencia, who departed from a Spanish base on Santa
Isabel Island in the eastern Solomons and explored an island to the southwest
which he named after his native village in Spain-Guadalcanal. Once back in
Peru in 1569, the rugged survivors of this expedition, to get the viceroy's support
for another voyage, began circulating stories of great wealth found in these
islands, with limenos soon referring to them as being "rich as King Solomon's
Mines." Years later, another figure familiar to New Mexico, viceroy of New
Spain, Duke of Alburquerque, held the encomienda of Guadalcanal in the Order
of Santiago. Encomienda de Guadalcanal, Orden Militar de Santiago, legajos
132, 3919, 4500, 4887, 5823, AHN. For a study of Guadalcanal, see the
manuscript, Conchita Burman and Eric Beerman, "Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands and how they got their names." submitted to Marine Corps Gazette.
18. "Codicilio," Madrid, August 1625, Escritura de Onate.
19. "Codicilio," Madrid.
20. "Codicilio," Madrid.
21. "Codicilio," Cartagena, August 1625, and Onate last will and testament,
Guadalcanal, October 4, 1625, Escritura de Onate.
22. Onate's last will and testament, Escritura de Onate.
23. "Codicilio," Guadalcanal, October 18, 1625, Escritura de Onate. For additional information about Onate's activities in Spain that year, see a copy of an
interesting letter from Antonio Rodriguez to viceroy of Naples (Duke of Alba, Antonio Alvarez de Toledo), Madrid, January 12, 1625, " . . . Donde se declaran
los herederos hechos de don Juan de Onate, Adelantado del nuevo Mexico; su
venida a Espana a descubrir las minas de oro y plata que en ella ay: todo a su
costa. Dase cuenta de un funcionario presente que di6 a su Majestad, y otras
cosas dignas de ser leidas." Jose Toribio Medina, Biblioteca hispano-americana,
7 vols. (Santiago de Chile, 1898-1907), 2:240. Original document at the
Biblioteca de la Universidad de Sevilla.
24. Escritura de Onate; Expediente de Santiago-Onate; "Limpieza de sangre
de Juan de Onate," Inquisici6n, leg. 408, no. I, AHN. This pureblood examination for Onate was commenced in 1626 and was finally closed in 1628, two
years after his death. The date on the document may help explain why George P.
Hammond and Agapito Reyassumed that Onate was alive in Spain in 1628.
Several factors may have complicated this process and extended it for two years:
Onate left a sizeable fortune, his daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren had
certain burial privileges at the church of the Colegio Imperial in Madrid, the provisions for schooling at the colegios founded by Onate's will, and the importance
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of establishing the "limpieza de sangre" for Onate's heirs. This dossier of Onate
contains much documentation on his family and the testimonies of many
witnesses telling of Onate's life in Zacatecas, New Mexico, Mexico City,
Granada, Madrid, and about his death in Guadalcanal in 1626.
25. Expediente de Santiago-Zaldivar; Limpieza de sangre de Zaldivar.
26. Testimony of Juan Vicente Carrillo and Juan de Carranza y Alvear,
Guadalcanal, June 3, 1626, Escritura de Onate.
27. Testimony of Friar Baltasar de Tebes, Madrid, June IS, 1628, Limpieza
de sangre de Onate.
28. Testimony of July 20, 1628, Limpieza de sangre de Onate.
29. License of Padre Luis de la Palma, Madrid, September 30, 1626,
Escritura de Onate.
30. Onate's last will and testament, Escritura de Onate.
31. Testimony of Chirino de Salazar, Madrid, September 18, 1626, Escritura
de Onate.
32. Escritura de Onate; Limpieza de sangre de Zaldivar; Garcia Carraffa, Enciclopedia, 61: 20.
33. Expediente de Santiago-Zaldivar; Expediente de Santiago-Onate; Limpieza de sangre de Zaldivar.
34. Garcia Carraffa, Enciclopedia, 61 :21.
35. Genealogical charts, Limpieza de sangre de Onate, and Expediente de
Santiago-Onate; Pascual Madoz, Diccionario geogrdfico-estadistico-historico de
Espana y sus posesiones de Ultramar, 16 vols. (Madrid, 1845-1850), 12:286-88.
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BOOK NOTICES
The Native Market of the Spanish New Mexican Craftsmen: Santa Fe,
1933-1940. By Sarah Nestor. Santa Fe: The Colonial New Mexico Historical
Foundation, 1978. Pp. ix, 97. mus., index. Paper, $6.00.
Medicinal Plants of the Mountain West. By Michael Moore. Santa Fe: The
Museum of New Mexico Press, 1979. Pp. 200. mus., glossary, refers., index.
$11.95; paper, $6.95. An extensive finding-guide, dictionary, and reference
book. Full of helpful information to the specialist and dilettante.
Recuerdos: Early Days of the Blumenschein Family. By Helen Greene
Blumenschein. Silver City, NM: Tecolote Press, 1979. Pp. 84. mus. Paper, $5.00.
Includes the author's brief opening essay, several reprinted items, photographs,
personal reminiscences of family friends, and a few recipes.
American Travelers to Mexico, 1821-1972: A Descriptive Bibliography. By
Garold Cole. Troy, NY: Whitston Publishing Company, 1978. Pp. v, 139. An
alphabetical listing of 477 items. Summary annotations vary from two lines to a
full page. Useful for buffs and professionals.
Land of the Iron Dragon. By Alida E. Young. Garden City, NY: Doubleday
and Company, 1978. Pp.· 213. $7.95. A novel dealing with the Chinese who
helped build the first transcontinental railroad. Fiction based on historical
research.
EI Clarin 1 (April 1979): 1-38. New publication intended to spur interest in
Hispanic history and culture in New Mexico. Celebrates Cervantes-Shakespeare
day as a symbol of bilingualism in New Mexico. $2.00. Available through the
Sociedad Hispanica Cultural de Albuquerque, Box 9255, Albuquerque, NM
87119.
A Century of Service: The History of the Catholic Church in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley. By Gilberto Rafael Cruz and Martha Oppert Cruz. Harlingen,
TX: United Printers and Publishers, 1979. Pp. 92. mus., notes, bibliog. Paper,
n.p. A piece of well-researched local church history. Spanish and English text.
Six Miles to the Windmill. By Annie King Greaves and John Gordon Greaves.
Ed. by Gordon K. Greaves. mus. by Vernon Acker. Portales: Bishop Printing,
1976. Pp. 96. mus., n.p. A memoir of life on the plains of eastern New Mexico
shortly after 1900. Includes newspaper accounts (pp. 72-96) of the times. Grassroots history.
Henry Strater. Paintings, 1968-1972, Together with Earlier Works,
1920-1967, Also Various Drawings. New York: Frank Rehn Gallery, 1973. Pp.
95. mus., biographical notes. n.p. Of the nearly eighty paintings and sketches in
this booklet, about a half dozen or so deal with Southwestern subjects.
1001 References for the History of American Food Technology. Compo by G.
Terry Sharrer. Davis, California: University of California Agricultural History
Center, 1978. Pp. 103. Paper, n.p. A bibliography of books, articles, dissertations, and government publications. Especially handy for scholars. Minor annotations of some items.

Book Reviews
THE AMERICAN WEST: NEW PERSPECTIVES, NEW DIRECTIONS. Edited by Jerome O.
Steffen. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. Pp. x, 238. Notes, index. $14.95.
THE FACULTY AND PRESS of the University of Oklahoma recently have challenged
Western historians to take an increasingly wide-angle view of their field. Two
previous volumes helped place the American West in the context of world frontiers. This collection of essays urges a multidisciplinary approach to the frontier
experience.
Five of the eight essays suggest new conceptual approaches to the study of the
coming of White society to the Far West. Using early North Dakota pioneers as
examples, John C. Hudson calls for detailed community studies to define more
precisely the makeup of frontier families and their complex patterns of migration. If historians are serious about their interest in the effect of the frontier environment on human behavior, Roger G. Barker suggests, they should state formally their assumptions and test them empirically. Ronald L. F. Davis warns
that only when historians isolate key elements such as time of appearance, modes
of production, and local geography will they be able to understand the uniqueness and similarities of Western cities within the larger urban experience of the
United States.
Of this group, the two best efforts are by John Opie and Jerome O. Steffen. The
first proposes nothing less than a new "ecological thesis" of U.S. history, which,
among other things, would put the advance of Euro-American society into a new
and more critical perspective. Previously admired triumphs of pioneers over the
land might well have begun unpredicted changes we are only now beginning to
comprehend. Steffen suggests two categories of frontiers-insular and
cosmopolitan. Because of its isolation and demands, only the first produced fundamental changes in attitudes and institutions, and the only true insular frontier
of our history has been that of the trans-Appalachian farmer.
Of the other contributors, Reginald Horsman surveys the best recent writings
in American Indian history and recommends greater attention to the place of
Indian-White relations in the larger context of European-aboriginal contact.
Gene M. Gressley calls for Western states to transcend their jealousies and
develop a regional identity to overcome their disadvantaged place in the federal
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system. Examining the work of Vardis Fisher, A. B. Guthrie, Jr., and Wallace
Stegner, especially the latter's Angle of Repose, Richard W. Etulain argues that
such novelists sought meaning and continuity in the past in the finest historical
tradition. Historians, he implies, can profit from their literary and historical insights.
Some readers no doubt will complain of excessive jargon in some of the essays,
and certainly the volume should have been edited a bit more closely for style and
capitalization. But overall, the contributors demonstrate the vitality of Western
history when the field is approached with imagination and the points-of-view of
other disciplines.

University of Arkansas at Fayetteville

ELLIOTI WEST

THE PEOPLE AND THE KING: THE COMMUNERO REVOLUTION IN COLOMBIA. 1781.
By John Leddy Phelan. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1978. Pp. xix,
309. Illus., notes, index. $25.00.
THE LATE PROFESSOR PHELAN who died in July 1976 was an expert in Latin
American Colonial Bureaucracy and Society. His final book enhances his well
deserved reputation. His previous works, especially The Kingdom of Quito in the
Seventeenth Century: Bureaucratic Politics in the Spanish Empire explored the
inner workings of the Spanish colonial bureaucracy and how it conciliated tensions and conflicts. The People and the King studies the conditions under which
the bureaucratic system of conciliation broke down, leading to a major colonial
rebellion in Colombia in 1781. This revolt, dubbed the Communero Rebellion,
enlisted some twenty thousand people who wished to force the Spanish King to
revoke a series of fiscal and administrative changes, usually spoken of as part of
the Bourbon Reforms.
Phelan's study of the documentation for the Communero Revolution pictures
the conflict as a constitutional crisis within the Empire, a clash between imperial
centralization and colonial decentralization. The goal of the dissenters was
creole self government under the aegis of the crown rather than separation from
Spain. As such the rebellion cannot be considered a precursor of political independence or a frustrated social revolution. Phelan brings to bear a convincing
array of data that shows the roots of nineteenth-century federalism and anticlericalism in the 1781 rebellion. The author concludes that although the rebels
were unable to reorder Colombian society they were successful in gaining concessions from the monarchy which returned the decision making in Colombia to
an "unwritten constitution" in which the colonists had great influence.
As in all of his works Professor Phelan presents well written exposition, logical
analysis, and thought-provoking commentary. He has examined a broad range of
archival documentation in Spain and in Peru and Colombia, and he has integrated the printed primary and secondary materials with archival data with
great skill. Latin American historians should be especially grateful to Professor
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Peter H. Smith for assuming the final editorial responsibilities for this book after
John Phelan's untimely death.

Tulane University

RICHARD E. GREENLEAF

SEEDS OF DISCORD: NEW MEXICO IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE AMERICAN CONQUEST, 1846-1861. By Alvin R. Sunseri. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers,
1979. Pp. xii, 195. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. No price.
FIRST A FEW COMMENTS on the technical aspects of Professor Sunseri's book: the
sources used by the author are, with a few exceptions, basically the usual ones
cited by those investigating nineteenth-century New Mexico-and they are good.
However, it would have been refreshing and even better yet had he also incorporated the scholarship of the entire generation of young Mexican-AmericanChicano historians that has been active since the 1960's. Their interpretations of
events such as the protests at the University of New Mexico and New Mexico
Highlands University are both significant and seminal.
There are a few minor flaws with regard to the Seeds of Discord, in the
Glossary "Azlan" should be "Aztlan," accents and diatricial marks are omitted
(which is not unusual in books printed in English), "Coronado" should be "Vasquez de Coronado," "black" throughout the book should be "Black." The term
"genizaro" should be explained further: these people usually were Christian
women and children who had been raised captive slaves of the nomadic Indians
so they acculturated to the extent that once ransomed, they did not fit into the
Christian-Spanish communities. Hence, being neither Spanish nor Indian they
were used by government authorities to colonize frontier settlements such as
Abiquiu.
The author writes of the land, the people, the coming of the Anglos, and the
cultural confrontations, but does not answer the very important question that he
raises: "Why was it not until the fifth generation that Mexican-Americans
revolted?"
Professor Sunseri has edited and written a book that covers the period
1846-61. Inasmuch as the occupation began in 1846, he begins there. Why he
stops in 1861 is not completely evident. Certainly the problems he deals with
continued for the entire Territorial Period, and some even to the present. The
title Seeds of Discord gives his readers a clue; this was the period in which the
seeds were sown, and the harvest is now being reaped.
The author sees progress in the recent activism of "Corky" Gonzalez, Tijerina,
Cesar Chavez and others and states: "The prospects for the future, however, are
much brighter than in the past." He says: "There are many manifestations of this
phenomenon of change for which these men are primarily responsible." Also,
"Despite these gains there is yet a great amount of work to be done." Without
detracting from Professor Sunseri's intentions, I submit that the ethnic occurrences in the Southwest are much like the spontaneous combustion that

324

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:4 1979

erupted in Mexico after 1910. There and here in the Southwest, many people
who did not view themselves as leading any movement or revolution, and
without regard for ethnic background, fought back as oppressed people.
Likewise, the diversity between the lower Rio Grande Valley and east Los
Angeles and northern New Mexico is as great as that between the various Native
American peoples. There was and is not any single direction or leadership which
makes it so difficult to explain just what is "El Movemiento." This diversity,
especially between generations, extends even to opinions on whether or not the
new activism is indeed progress.
In summary, Seeds of Discord is a contribution to the literature that should be
read by all serious students of New Mexican and Southwest history.
New Mexico Highlands University

GUILLERMO Lux

THE SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA. THE EVOLUTION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
WATER POLICY: AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE. By. W. Turrentine Jackson and
Alan M. Paterson. Davis, CA: California Water Resources Center, University
of California, 1977. Pp. 192. IlIus., notes. $5.00.
A CRITICAL FEATURE of California's water program during the past century has
been to control saline intrusion into the Delta peat land. Discussions have
centered on barrier construction in San Francisco Bay, within the Delta itself, or
on maintenance of sufficient pressure from Sacramento and San Joaquin river
flow to block saline encroachment. Central Valley Project development of the
1940s and 1950s exacerbated this problem, particularly as the Bureau of
Reclamation limited its liability for saline control. Delta saline intrusion encompassed a plethora of local and state interests and issues.
Three principal solutions to this problem dominated public attention since the
thirties. The Reber Plan proposed to construct two huge earthen dams within San
Francisco Bay, thus dividing it into fresh and salt water lakes. This proposal attracted engineering, newspaper, labor, small business, and farm support. Arrayed against it were state and federal water agencies condemning its economic
infeasibility, Delta agriculturalists who feared potential levee destruction, and
Oakland city officials who perceived a threat to its harbor facilities.
By the early sixties this pressure combined to divert attention to other, less
spectacular, solutions. The Biemond Plan envisioned barrier construction within
the Delta. Although it received the support of state water officials, the project has
never been authorized owing to protests within the Delta and Contra Costa
County. Occupying the western edge of the Delta country, Contra Costa depended upon quality fresh water supply to support its burgeoning population and
industrial growth. County officials later spearheaded opposition to the third
alternative to saline intrusion, the Peripheral Canal scheme of 1963, for virtually
identical reasons. This proposal, seeking to facilitate Sacramento River water insertion into the Delta channels, met new objections as well. Whereas the Reber
and Biemond plans failed to meet benefit-cost ratio standards, the Peripheral
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Canal faced such decisive criteria as environmental, wildlife, recreational, and
quality water control considerations.
This transition in policy-making standards is thoroughly discussed by Jackson
and Paterson. Relying on the Reber file, state and federal reports and bulletins,
correspondence, and interviews, they have presented a workmanlike study of the
Delta saline encroachment problem. Maps, photographs, and charts are skillfully
utilized to illustrate points made in the text. This study provides useful material
to scholars in the field, but its prose is such as to limit general interest. Even so,
Jackson and Paterson have produced a worthy contribution to the growing
bibliography of California water development history.

New Mexico Military Institute

STEPHEN P. SAYLES

LATIN AMERICAN WOMEN: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES. Ed. Asuncion Lavrin.
Westport, CN: Greenwood Press, 1978. lIlus., index, notes. Pp. xiv, 343.
$22.50.
THE OUTRIGHT GENERALITY of its title speaks not only for this book's broad
compass-essays covering five countries during 400 years-but also for its vantage point on a whole field of inquiry untouched until recently. As Asuncion
Lavrin and her contributors make clear; historians of Latin America have either
ignored half the population, singled out a few heroines, or accepted the passive,
family-bound female stereotype. Studies of any sort in this field are rare in
English. Thus the 2500 items in Meri Knaster's superb bibliography, Women in
Spanish America (G. K. Hall, '1977), are almost all in Spanish, while in English,
the very few books of Latin American women's history have appeared only since
1975.
Anyone concerned with women's studies or Latin America can be grateful for
Latin American Women. In the past, circumscribed role-expectations and
meager records have made the social history of women hard to study, even that
of upper-class white women. But this collection, with its densely detailed accounts, helps change all that by suggesting the full variety of women's experience
and activity. The eleven essays, written (with one exception) by North American
women, discuss: urban women in colonial Mexico, women's roles in colonial
Brazil, Indian women in sixteenth-century Peru, the activities of Mexican
noblewomen over four generations, Indian nuns in Mexico City from 1724 to
1821, eighteenth-century convents in Bahia, the view of women in colonial journals, women's participation in the independence of Gran Colombia, education
and feminism of Argentine women, the (now-forgotten) feminist press in
nineteenth-century Brazil, a women's liberation movement in Yucatan.
As an example, take Evelyn Cherpak's essay on the independence period in
Gran Colombia, 1780-1830. "Women were not passive bystanders," she says.
They held and attended tertulias or salons where independence and revolution
were discussed, they distributed propaganda, fought in the field or at home,
engaged in espionage, donated money, supplies, many services, and they suffered
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as well. Yet after the revolution, Cherpak points out, women gained little in the
way of political and legal rights or personal autonomy. Both women and men
held to traditional roles and attitudes.
These essays are thoroughly researched, richly documented, generally wellwritten, and they are conscious, above all, of opening an undeniably significant
field.

San Francisco State University

MARY LOWENTHAL FELSTINER

JEWELRY OF THE PREHISTORIC SOUTHWEST. By E. Wesley Jernigan. School of
American Research, Southwest Indian Art Series and University of New Mexico Press. 260 pp., illus. $24.95.
THOUSANDS OF NECKLACES. bracelets, pendants, hair pins, and other ornaments
made of shell, stone and bone among other materials have been recovered from
prehistoric Southwestern sites during the last century. Illustrations and discussions of these are usually found only at the end of archaeological monographs
under headings such as: "miscellaneous items of stone, bone and shell," "objects
of personal adornment," or other similar phrases. Until now, no systematic attempt to organize ancient Southwestern ornament into some sort of meaningful
order had been published or perhaps even attempted. Like sherds in an archaeologist's back-fill these were artifacts whose potential meanings were
ignored.
Wesley Jernigan's book is the first published effort to recover some of the
historical and social meanings of an entire class of artifact that had, until now,
been appreciated sensually while being ignored intellectually. He has organized
and classified an enormous body of data in an effort to define traditions of
Southwestern ornament in terms of material attributes, manufacturing techniques, form, and decorative styles. The volume is the second in the Southwest
Indian Art Series of the School of American Research and the University of New
Mexico Press. Designed by Dan Stouffer, Jr., it is illustrated by 101 charts, maps
and line drawings done by the author, and sixteen color plates.
These charts are intended to be visual descriptions of the stylistic development
of various kinds of ornament recovered from different parts of the Southwest. In
the words of the author they show" . . . the range of forms as well as their
typical manifestations." Further, ". . . the forms tell their own story. . . L] the
words are simply my comments on that story." The last statement is, of course,
nonsense. Forms, like objects (and here the words are used synonymously) are
meaningless until people give meaning to them. The forms that Jernigan has
charted tell no story at all; the story is in how they have been organized by the
author in these charts and in the discussion of the charts that are the test. The
framework for all of this depends on the". . . character and interactions of
three great cultural traditions. . ." by which are meant the Hohokam,
Mogollon, and Anasazi.
Jernigan's charts demonstrate (once again) the homogeneity of Hohokam ornamental styles. They reinforce the impression supported by the text that the
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Hohokam did things and made things in a manner distinctively different from
the other prehistoric Southwesterners. However, the charts of Mogollon and
Anasazi ornament tell quite another story that seems often to be denied by the
text. Some show sequences (as for example Fig. 48 and 49 of "Mogollon" carved
shell objects) that are Hohokam in character. Others show stylistically distinctive sequences that are severely limited in their distribution; characteristic of a
particular place rather than of either Mogollon or Anasazi cultures (see Figs. 60
and 61). Most, however, are merely generic, and their formal attributes are
distinctive of no smaller cultural sphere than that of the Greater Southwest.
Reliance on prevenience of these highly portable luxury goods appears to have
led to the creation of false sequences that replicate each other (compare Figs. 37
and 72 for example). The charts are interpreted as though they should
demonstrate the sort of homogeneity of Mogollon and Anasazi that they do for
the Hohokam, but they do not; and ambiguities and contradictions are the consequence.
For four decades most Southwestern prehistorians have been using a cultural
framework for taxonomic purposes that the framework cannot support. A
similar kind of analysis of another artifact class such as pottery or architecture
would work as well for the Hohokam and as badly for the Mogollon and Anasazi
as does this study of ornament. It is virtually impossible to define a single
Mogollon or a single Anasazi· tradition of ornament making, pottery design, or
anything else. All that can be defined are generic pan-Southwestern traditions
(that might or might not overlap with the Hohokam) and variations of these that
occurred at particular places or times such as on the Jemez Plateau or during the
Mimbres Phase. The limited success of Jernigan's analysis is, apparently, a function of his inability to believe the stylistic evidence of his own charts.
At the same time, this is a tribute to Jernigan's persistence and his organizational skills. Less dedicated analysts would have quit as demonstrated perhaps by
the paucity of earlier literature on the subject. Any initial classification of so
large a body of disparate data must be treated as provisional, and this volume is
no exception. Its value should be measured by the questions raised rather than
the answers given, and it raises a fundamental question concerning both the utility and the validity of the "three cultures" scheme that has been the point of
departure for Southwestern pre-historians for so long a time.
There is, finally, another issue to be discussed. There may have been a time
when stress was placed on sensual appreciation of ornament to the detriment of
intellectual understanding, but here the reverse is true. Both the drawings and
the photographs are surprisingly insensitive to the real life quality of the ornaments pictured. Those drawn by Jernigan seem to exist only as specimens to be
pinned to a chart; those photographed are strewn on colored surfaces like
costume jewelry in a hock shop. Even the color of the dust jacket and the photograph on it appear to be conscious rejections of an aesthetic sensuality. It is too
bad, for Jernigan writes eloquently and enthusiastically of the ornamental art, its
materials, techniques, and the people who made and used the objects. His charts
are much less and his words much more than he thought.

Maxwell Museum of Anthropology

J. J. BRODY
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THE COLLECTED WRITINGS OF FREDERIC REMINGTON Ed. by Peggy and Harold
Samuels. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday & Co., 1979. Pp. xx, 648. mus., notes,
bibliog. $19.95.
FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909) is known to most students of the American
West for his illustrations, paintings, and bronzes; few know of his work as an
author. Yet, in a journalistic and literary career spanning almost twenty years,
he produced 112 separate pieces of prose, ranging in length from the fourparagraph "The Art of War and Newspaper Men" (Harper's Weekly, December
6,1890) to the novel-sized John Ermine of the Yellowstone (1902) and The Way
of an Indian (1906). Most of these works have been lost sight of in the acclaim
given his oils and bronzes, and only in the last few years have any of the longer
works been reprinted.
Now, however, Peggy and Harold Samuels have made all of Remington's written work newly available to the scholar. Their book is a hefty one, reprinting
every article, essay, and piece of fiction known to be by Remington. Its doublecolumn pages are open and legible, and the attractiveness of the work is enhanced by a selection of black-and-white illustrations taken from the pictures
that the artist used to dramatize his own writings. It is a worthy volume,
valuable to the scholar and the Western aficionado alike.
The arrangement of the book is straightforward and logical. The editors open
with a six-page introduction taking Remington's career to 1882 and the episodes
that, five years later, gave rise to his first published work ("Coursing Rabbits on
the Plains," Outing, May, 1887). His subsequent writings follow in
chronological order, uninterrupted by editorial comment or scholarly apparatus.
The notes resume at the end of the text, supplying thirty-three pages of editorial
and biographical narrative spiced with excerpts from Remington's letters and
various critical studies. Here appear some discussion of Remington's fulminations on the Sioux uprising, American labor problems, and the Spanish-American
War; an account of the developing competition between him and his friend,
Owen Wister, which led to the publication of John Ermine of the Yellowstone in
the same year as the better-known The Virginian; and some useful critical
generalizations concerning the artist's status as journalist and author. A fivepage bibliography of primary and secondary works completes the volume.
Frederic Remington was first and foremost a painter and sculptor; he will
never rank as a significant American author. His writings, however, stand as
valuable and largely untouched documents of the development of the West. Remington was present at the end of the Old West, and he was extremely conscious of
the significance of what he was seeing. As he writes of the coming of the white
man, the impact of the military and of technology, and the fading of the Indian,
he provides a first-hand, sympathetic record of the course-and cost-of Western
history. By making these writings easily available to the researcher, the Samuels
have done Western studies a distinct service.

Texas Christian University

FRED ERISMAN
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, WOODEN RITUAL ARTIFACTS FROM CHACO CANYON NEW MEXICO, THE CHETRO
KETL COLLECTION, By R. Gwinn Vivian et al. Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1978. Pp. viii, 152. Illus., notes, references. $5.95.
THIS REPORT BRINGS TO TIlE FORE the results of salvage work done in 1947 by Gordon Vivian following extensive flood damage at Chetro Ketl, one of the twelve
large towns in Chaco Canyon. The subsequent removal of overburden to protect
an intact lower story of Room 93 resulted in the recovery of more than 200 items
of painted wooden artifacts; the largest single collection from an Anasazi site.
Following his father after more than two decades, R. Gwinn Vivian, in 1972
assumed responsibility for the completion of the report. While the time lag in
completing this work may be lamentable, the results are quite commendable.
Discussion of the collection involves the general description, a survey of comparative material from Mogollon and Anasazi sites, and an ethnographic comparison of wood use in ritual contexts. Here one appreciates the delay of 30 years
as the reader is spared the initial, intuitive interpretations and reliance on rote
ethnographic parallels common to some earlier research. However, Vivian does
take care to outline and credit the various stages of development in analysis and
thought concerning the collection over the years. In a similar vein this report is
not a fielding of old caveats on ceremonialism but is examining the spectrum of
ritual, or non-utilitarian, implications of the painted wood collection.
The careful consideration of both provenience data and physical nature of the
wood has, I feel, correctly influenced the conclusion that the specimens represent
stored, vandalized, and mixed items and not, as initially thought, the destruction
of an intact altar with related parts. Establishing the nature of the collection was
critical to approaching functional interpretations for the painted wood; a goal
tentatively realized by the authors. Their suggestion that the collection
represents carried or worn items during public displays (in contrast to stationary
displays such as altars) is best supported by specimen morphologies and to some
degree by ethnographic and scant archaeological comparisons, for which are offered appropriate cautionary notes.
Five appendices form the bulk of the volume underpinning the discussion and
providing some rare but related information on Chetro Ketl. Dodgen's exhaustive descriptions and measurements of the individual artifacts and artifact'
classes, together with her technical analysis of pigments, decorative technique
and style, and binding methods, provide the nuts and bolts of the report to which
further researchers will turn for comparative purposes. The numerous accompanying photos of specimens lack scales, but otherwise are clear, large, and well
articulated with the descriptions. A species identification of the artifacts, and a
dendrochronological study of both roofing beams and a few painted wood
specimens complete the collection of directly related appendices. Vall's report on
the excavation of Room 92 (adjacent south of Room 93) is entirely ancillary to
the purpose of the volume. However, its value as a contribution should not be
underestimated as it is currently the only published report on the stratigraphy,
architecture, and contents of any room in Chetro Ketl. Despite extensive excava-
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tions under Edgar L. Hewett in the 1930s, the basic nature of Chacoan town archaeology is largely unreported, and therefore Voll's discussion is worthwhile.
Wooden Ritual Artifacts from Chaco Canyon New Mexico is clearly organized
and well written. It is richly illustrated, including several color plates of aviforms, discs, arrows, a "plume-circle," and decorated slats which add substance
and feeling to the descriptions and discussion. The conclusions are well grounded
in the consideration of the collection's provenience, its analysis, and comparative
surveys of ritual wood in prehistoric and historic contexts of occurrence and use.
Readers interested in either Chacoan assemblages or the subject of prehistoric
decorated ritual paraphernalia in the Southwest will find this volume a valuable
addition to both subjects.

National Park Service

PETER J. McKENNA

WATER TRAILS WEST. Ed. by Donald Duke. The Western Writers of America.
Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, 1978. Pp. xiv, 271. Illus., index.
$12.95.
ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST EMINENT NAUTICAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS, George Bass, rightly complains that "the study of the origins of agriculture, urbanization, animal
domestication. . . are all considered valid fields of study. . . yet the study of
the craft that spread these concepts has been virtually ignored . . . . Western
civilization simply would not be what it is today without ships." The economics
of maritime trade, the design and evolution of hulls, naval warfare tactics, and
the historical base in which ships of all sizes and description played their roles is
a field that badly needs more attention.
By recognizing the importance of waterways in this country's expansion and
development, the work under discussion furthers useful general knowledge in an
area that has been neglected. Canals, rivers, lakes, and the two oceans with the
fantastic variety of commercial craft that traveled upon them are focal to any
discussion of North America's past and, indeed, present growth.
From the earliest days of the hide and tallow trade that kept New Englanders
in boots and shoes to the explosive migratory effects of the Gold Rush and
beyond, maritime expertise struggled to expand the frontiers to their limits and,
as Robert McCaig points out in his chapter, "The Great Canoe Trail," "the
thrust of empire was west, always west."
Vessels were constructed (or adopted from Indian design) to accommodate
prevailing regional conditions and the kind of freight to be shipped. Their variety
of innovative design marks a splendid epoch in New World genius; it was a
technology that was to influence the rest of the world. From the maneuverable
and easily portaged canoe of the early explorers to the canal barge and river
steamer to the ultimate in grace and glory, the Yankee clipper that could take the
Horn in a voyage from New York to San Francisco in record-breaking time, these
vessels linked a continent and added immeasurably to the building of a nation.
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Wherever there was a body of water, some form of transportation was attempted. Military posts and settlements in the California-Arizona desert, almost
to the Utah line, were supplied by flat-bottomed boats on the Colorado River that
were said to make six knots "on little more than a heavy dew." Adaptive
engineering, consumate skill, and great personal courage mark the conquest of
the West by water.
Neither particularly scholarly nor exhaustive, Water Trails West is exactly
what is introduction promises, "a pleasurable . . . bit of storytelling" about
America's westward migration aboard water-borne transportation. It is backed
by just enough detail to whet the appetite for more.

University of New Mexico

ERIC BERRYMAN

THE OTOML VOLUME I: GEOGRAPHY AND FAUNA. By Jesus Salinas Pedraza, in collaboration with H. Russell Bernard. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1978. xiii, 248 pp., illustrated. $15.00.
SALINAS AND BERNARD have given us an unusual cultural document: an extended
text written in Otomi by Salinas and translated (by way of Spanish) into English
on facing pages. This volume deals with the geography and fauna of the Otomi
region, centering on the state of Hidalgo, Mexico. It presents an intriguing mixture of materials that, in more traditional ethnographies, would be separated
under headings such as ethnozoology, technology, economics, and folklore.
Nevertheless, the organization does show the effect of the more than fifteen years
that Salinas has worked with anthropologist Bernard. This is certainly not a
"naive" text: it treats species systematically and, for the most part, impersonally.
Indeed, Salinas is a school teacher, fluent in Spanish, and his style reveals a variety of influences. For instance, when we are told that mice "carry disease," it is
difficult to judge whether this statement reports a traditional Otomi belief or
ideas from other contexts (p. 80, paragraph 284).
In describing some species, Salinas was moved to include personal anecdotes
(e.g., pp. 146-154 on the rattlesnake). These make the book a good deal more
readable than if it were simply an enumeration of localities and animals. Paragraphs and sentence groups are numbered to facilitate cross-referencing between
the text and the translation. There is no index, but it is not difficult to locate particular items. A brief example should give some idea of the kinds of material
presented:
The badger. 83. The badger, as its name in Otomi implies, eats corn
wherever it finds it. It's very harmful, and wherever it has eaten it looks
like a pig had been there. One knows right away what kind of animal was
eating there. 84. One sees where it has trod; its footprints are like those of a
chicken, but crossed. It also drinks aguamiel. At the beginning of and during the summer is when they come out to cause damage. When they are
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caught they're made into barbacoa. 8S. Its meat is tasty like that of the
possum. Its skin is not thick. To cook it, you pull out the hair, wash it very
well, add spices, and put it in the oven. (p. 42)
In the original text, the first sentence of this paragraph looks like this:
83. Rc tsathc nguu mcngc rc thuuhu tsa yc daethc hab+ dc z+ di. (p. 43;
the characters + and c represent short i and 0 respectively)
Occasional footnotes expand on the identification of a locale or a life form, giving genus and species when these are known.
Salinas and Bernard want these texts to be read by future generations of Otomi
in their own language. (This was the reason given for not including a Spanish
translation.) I really cannot judge the adequacy of the practical orthography
they have developed, but the text appears to be comparable in authenticity to
those written for Boas by James Teit. As the authors note, the Otomi themselves
will be its critics. My only complaint is that the section on phonology is much too
brief and gives no references to other works on the language. (One also wonders
what kinds of information that would be present in an oral rendition are lost in
the written form.)
The striking line drawings by Winfield Coleman enhance the appearance of
the computer-set text. The UNM Press is to be commended for publishing this
work. It will give linguists, folklorists, and ethnologists useful material with
which to explore what might be termed the "ethno-ethnography" of atom!
culture.
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PHILIP K. BOCK

WESTERN WOMEN IN HISTORY AND LITERATURE. By Sheryll and Gene PattersonBlack. Crawford, NE: Cottonwood Press, 1978. Pp. iv, 140. Bibliog., appendix.
THE SEARCH FOR MATERIALS documenting women's experience in the history of
the United States is an exciting one. The results of the search allow us not only to
describe women's history, but also can alter standard views of the United States
past. To broaden our vision in this way we need to re-examine traditional
historical sources, to uncover the particular sources which express women's experience, and to be aware of the proliferation of important secondary works that
have appeared in the last decade. Western Women in History and Literature by
Sheryll and Gene Patterson-Black is an invaluable tool in this endeavor.
Based on the understanding that "the true nature of western American women
has been hidden, omitted or distorted in most conventional historical and literary
sources" (Introduction), the authors begin with two essays which illustrate this
point, showing that "women inhabited the wide open spaces of the west, not just
its calico ghettos," working as doctors, publishers, homesteaders and
businesswomen. After dispelling traditional myths of women as "reluctant
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pioneers" and discussing women's motives for moving west, their attitudes and
expectations, the Patterson-Blacks move on to a bibliographic listing of the
sources which can be used to provide a more accurate picture of western history.
The first section, Research Tools and Backgrounds, consisting of 492 entries,
mostly annotated, provides a comprehensive list of traditional primary and
secondary materials pertinent to women's history, including regional and state
archival holdings as well as current journal literature. The remainder of the
book, with well over 1500 entries, is divided into The Individual Focus, Personal
Statements, and the Literary Impulse. This is perhaps the most significant section
of the work, for here are included many of the non-traditional sources so crucial
to the understanding of the full range of women's past. Among the listings are
diaries and letters, oral history, autobiographies, novels, poetry and drama.
Each section is preceded by an important discussion of the historical significance
of the materials, and of the methodology relevant to their use.
Finally it should be mentioned that though the authors are most familiar with
materials relating to the history of the plains states and to Colorado and Wyoming, their listings also provide substantial documentation for the history of
women from all classes, races, and ethnic groups in the West in general. A careful examination of Western Women will surely encourage "further reading and
will generate ideas for further research." (Preface)

University of New Mexico

JANE SLAUGHTER

J. EVETIS HALEY AND THE PASSING OF THE OLD WEST. Compo and ed. by Chandler
A. Robinson. Austin: Jenkins Publishing Company, 1978. 239 pp. IIIus.,
bibliog. of Haley's works, index.
J. EVETIS HALEY is an unusual individual, some would say a person to be envied,
yet a man whom writers could easily typecast as a semitragic figure in a
Shakespearean drama, Energetic and knowledgeable, with tremendous writing
skill, he has composed excellent historical works, especially the biographies of
Charles Goodnight and Jeff Milton. He has also succeeded in the business world
and obviously has few-if any-financial worries. Haley is, however, a
throwback to another century, another culture, another way of life, a voice "crying out in the wilderness" for those unhindered, individualistic "good old days"
when laws were few and societies un·complicated. For forty years he has railed
against those forces who would weaken, indeed destroy his image of America. He
has tried to place "patriots" of like mind in positions of poiiticalleadership. But
he has not been too successful, for as he put it in 1975: "The 100 % conservatives,
largely our kind of die-hards, will never, of course, get their perfect man. In fact
there was only One and he was nailed to the cross two thousand years ago"
(p.14),
J. Evetts Haley and the Passing of the Old West is, in the main, eulogistic, with
a number of close friends and associates or admirers commenting about various
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aspects of Haley's life. Once past the preface by Evetts, Jr., which is sprinkled
with maudlin expressions about a beloved father as well as an extreme disdain
for the "liberal American news media" and the "socialist message" of the
Methodist Church (pp. 13, 17), then the reader will enjoy well-written essays
about Haley. Chandler Robinson, Melvin Bradford, Savoie Lottinville, and Al
Lowman discuss Haley's books and writing style; Richard Morehead explains
how Haley and Texans for America were objecting to certain state textbooks
which, in their opinion, did not "stimulate creative, wholesome thinking" or
"provide an atmosphere of moral affirmation" (p. 82); Don Bradshaw, who has
collected all of Haley's works, shows the warmth and humanness of his hero and
friend; and Joseph Warren bitterly reflects on the controversial A Texan Looks at
Lyndon and how the Democrats and Lyndon Johnson used an "evil tactic to
destroy a book by discrediting its author" (p. 112). But the most revealing essay
is Joe Frantz's "Memoir on J. Evetts Haley," in which he offers real insight into
the makeup and thinking of this controversial Texan.
So for this reader J. Evetts Haley and the Passing of the Old West, which has
updated Chandler Robinson's bibliography of Haley's works, is both enjoyable
and worthwhile. Haley is the state's John Wayne, a glorious anachronism, a
cowboy and a cowman who is one of the foremost authorities on range history,
yet an ideologue who is blind to the social and political realities of modern
America. Although flamboyant and controversial on political matters, he is a
warm, engaging individual as well as a gifted writer and historian. Possibly
Frantz described him best by saying that "values might be changing, all sorts of
unseen forces might be at work, but Evetts was like the rock that standeth by the
water. He didn't move, he didn't change. Even a rock erodes, softening its contours with time, but not Evetts. His edges remained as granite sharp as ever" (p.
121).
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rev. by Charles D. Biebel, 54:22930
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The Journal of Cave Johnson Couts
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American Indians: Profiles in Life
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Euler, Robert C., bk. rev. by, 54:23940
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Fireman, Janet R., bk. rev. by,
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Fisher, Arthur H., 54:212
Fort Bayard, 54: 13-14
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Fox, Edward L., 54:92-93
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Centralism and Regionalism in
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Development, rev. by Richard
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Frazer, Robert W., New Mexico in
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Frisbie, Charlotte J., and David P.
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1881-1967, rev. by Michael J.
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Gallegos, Jose Manuel, 54:268
Gallegos, Padro Ignacio, 54:23-28
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Gibson, Arrell Morgan, bk. rev. by,
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Gibson, George R., 54:46
Gilbert, Benjamin F., bk. rev. by,
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Goes, Frank van der, 54: 126
Goetzmann, William H., 54: 173
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Gorraez, Joseph de, 54:40-41
Graebner, Norman A., 54: 170
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Angeles, noted, 54:267
Harris, Charles H., III, A Mexican
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Hinojos, Rosario 0., 54:280
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Survey, 54:218
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Hooker, Van Dorn, 54: 21 7
Horgan, Paul, 54:268
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Government Scout and Interpreter:
An Autobiography, rev. by Larry
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Hovey, Oliver P., 54:46
Hoyt, Burnham, 54: 212-13
Hubbell, Frank A., 54:64-72, 91
Hubbell, James L. (Santiago), 54:6465
Huegy, Josephine, 54: 184
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Implementation of Water Policy:
An Historic Perspective, rev. by
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Kinnaird, Lawrence and Lucia,
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Colonial Period and Since the
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Riley, The Southwest Journals of
Adolph F. Bandelier, 1883-1884,
noted, 54:253
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342

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:4 1979

Las Vegas La Voz del Pueblo, 54:4748
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"Life on a Homestead: Memories of
Minnie A. Crisp," by Ruleen
Lazzell, 54:59-64
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Los Alamos Boys' School, 54:211,
215
" 'Lost' Manuscript of Adolph
Bandelier, The," by Madeleine
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rev. by C. L. Sonnichsen, 54:23032
Martinez, Ram6n, ditch dispute,
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Ross Peterson, 54: 76-77
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by Richard E. Greenleaf, 54:322-23
Pike, Zebulon Montgomery, 54:5, 13,
14, 263
Pilcher, George William, bk. rev. by,
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Hedrick, Across the Chichimec
Sea: Papers in Honor of j. Charles
KeLLey, rev. by Robert C. Euler,
54:239-40
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Testimony before the Indian
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Sadler, Louis R., bk. rev. by, 54: 15455
Salazar, E. H., 54:47
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